
 

 

     
     My study windows are open and I hear the 

birds chirping. The sun is shining brightly. I can 

spot small leaf buds on the trees trying to 

peek their way into the world... Springtime!!! 

So much promise, so much hope comes to us 

at this time of the year, including the celebra-

tion of our Lord’s Resurrection from death, 

sacrificing His life so that we might have life eternal. Have I men-

tioned that Easter is my favorite holiday?, my favorite holy day?! 

And that’s not because of the Reece’s pb eggs or the black lico-

rice jelly beans. While those are tasty treats, the blessing of Easter 

is found in God’s love for every one of us! Thanks be to God! 

 Last Sunday we celebrated Jesus’ triumphal entry into the   

Holy City. Palm Sunday ’kicks off’ Holy Week, a week of emotional 

ups and downs as we relive His final days. Palm Sunday takes us 

to a high; we, along with the 1st Century Israelites, celebrate the 

arrival of their king and savior... however, He turned out to be a 

different King and Savior than they expected. In their foolishness, 

they wished Him death. On Good Friday, we will join at 6pm at 

church for a reflective and contemplative Service as we consider 

what He sacrificed. And then, finally, Easter Sunday brings us to-

gether at 7:30am for a Sunrise Service (outdoors, weather per-

mitting), followed by a light breakfast hosted by our Men’s and 

Women’s Groups. The celebration continues as we join in the 

Sanctuary for our 9:30 Easter Sunday Celebration Service!  

 To help prepare our hearts and our souls for Holy Week, if you 

receive this newsletter via email, you will receive emailed daily de-

votionals. We know the love, the hope, the promise that comes 

on Easter, but there’s much to contemplate during the week prior. 

These Holy Week daily devotionals will help us through a very try-

ing, emotional week. 

     In other news, you’ve probably noticed the new “structure”   
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Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheri LoCascio 

Church Council Chair - Jack Miller 

Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant 

Lay Member to Annual Conference -                         

     Debbie Mix 

Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant 

Lay Leader - Georgia Pope 

Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus  

Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler  

Treasurer - Lisa Nichols  

Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire  

Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius  

Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen   

Education Chair - Debbie Mix 

Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler  

At-Large Member - Melba Shilling 

 

Ex Officio Members with vote: 

Historian - Dan Miller 

Men’s Group - Jack Miller, Mitch Martinkus 

Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller 

Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller 

Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler, Lisa Nichols 

Youth Representative - vacant 

   

Ex Officio Members with no vote: 

Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman  

Knox United                        

Methodist Church -                                

Church Council 2021 

in our parking lot. We have joined in ministry with North 

Judson UMC to support Kid’s Closet! The shed-like building 

is the drop-off for donations of children’s clothing, ages 

newborn to 17. You’ll soon see signs... 

    

  

 

 

 

      

      

     Would you like to support this ministry for our communi-

ty's children? In addition to donations, we are also looking 

for people to serve as sorters. NJ UMC will train us in what 

they’re looking for so after we sort the items, they’ll come 

get them, wash them, and prepare them to be given out. 

Serving together for the good of all.   

     Easter Blessings!  

     In Christ’s love and mine, 

   For those of you with special visual needs, we will now 

be making a Large 

Print edition of our 

monthly KnoxKnews, 

available upon request. 

   If you, or someone 

you know, would bene-

fit from a larger print 

copy, please call the 

church office or leave a 

note. We are happy to 

accommodate you. 



 

 

Members Present: Jack Miller        Pastor Sheri       Shirley Fosler       Lee McIntire       Mitch Martinkus 

   Sandy Miller      Lisa Nichols Sally Oliverius   Georgia Pope 

Virtually Present: Melba Shilling   

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council Chair Jack, and was opened with a devotion and prayer by Pastor Sheri.  

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read. Motion made to approve by Sally, and seconded by Mitch. Motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa shared financial reports as of February 28, 2021. Regarding water bills- Lee is still checking with the city on the church’s 

water usage, bill is high. Lisa moved parsonage’s water to correct account. Equipment Maintenance contract has been a good 

thing. 

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley had nothing new to report. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

Lee reported that Trevor Busse has been hired to clean the church at $15 per hour; he is working two hours, twice each week. 

Lisa reminded that she will need hours worked by the 10th and 25th of each month. A 1099 will need to be given to him if he 

earns over $600 in the year. 

Sally stated the kitchen needs a complete cleaning of the cabinets and appliances, floors not included in cleaning. Mitch made 

motion to hire someone to do this cleaning; Lisa seconded. Motion carried.   

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Pastor had nothing new to report. 

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that palms have been ordered for Palm Sunday. Discussion of a processional outside may be a                       

possibility. Holy Week will include a Good Friday Service on April 2 at 6pm. On Easter Sunday we will have a Sunrise Service at 

7:30am, outside weather permitting. After Sunrise Service there will be a light breakfast outside; if weather doesn’t permit, then 

breakfast will be downstairs. The Men’s and the Women’s Groups will work together on the breakfast. At this time, we’ll plan on 

the breakfast but if it needs to be cancelled then we will. A regular Worship Service for Easter Sunday will be at 9:30am.  

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Pastor had nothing new to report. 

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported on the SPPRC Training meeting held via Zoom. He will get the materials together and make them available. He 

also reviewed the next quarter’s expectations and responsibilities.  

Mitch commended Pastor on a job well done at keeping things going during the COVID pandemic and in resuming In-Person 

Worship Services. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Sandy reported that the Northern Indiana Food Bank will be at church on March 26th; volunteers are needed.  

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

Mitch reported that the Men’s group will meet this month; Dave Hays will cook, Lee will share devotions. They will discuss  

CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes  ~ March 8, 2021 

VOL. 21   ISSUE 4                            KNOX KNEWS                                      PAGE 3 



 

 

Easter breakfast with the Women’s Group. 

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

The Women’s group resumed on March 7th at 8:00am in the dining room for breakfast and devotion. Eight ladies were 

present. They will meet again on May 2nd due to Easter being on the first Sunday of the month in April. 

They continue collecting aluminum cans. Marilyn Hays makes hats and blankets and is in need of materials for blankets if 

anyone is cleaning and has materials to donate to her. She will also take old sheets and blankets. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Charge Conference reports were due February 15; Pastor submitted them. They were received and accepted. 

District Conference will be held on Sunday, March 14 at 1pm CT via Zoom. Pastor, Lay Leader- Georgia and Lay                 

Member to Annual Conference- Debbie need to attend, all are invited.  

Cooperative Parish update: the new Kid’s Closet drop box is on its way so we will be able to join North Judson UMC in its 

Kid’s Closet mission and ministry. Clothing donations are for children ages newborn to 17. Volunteers from our                           

congregation are needed to help sort the donated items. North Judson UMC will provide us with training on sorting. 

Pastor advised the books- Shift 2.0, are received in regard to the District’s ‘reimaging ministry together’ plan for creating a 

discipleship pathway for church members. See Pastor for a copy.  

Pastor shared an email received by Cheryl regarding Quigley’s Village. The VHS tapes we purchased have been                         

re-digitized into DVD format which we can buy at a discount. This is believed to be similar to Veggie Tales/curriculum for 

children. It was decided to table discussion now until an opportune time.   

GOOD OF ORDER 

Sally raised discussion about Funeral Dinners. Habo needs to step down as Head Cook; Doloras Dan needs to step down 

as Head Caller. Sally said she and Bernie would be able to take over the cooking. Habo and Doloras can help advise on 

the kitchen and ordering. Lisa made motion for Sally to be in charge of cooking; Shirley seconded. Motion carried. Barb 

Abel made calls for the last Dinner. It was suggested to have a Calling Committee and a Clean-Up Committee; it was  

suggested to have Funeral Dinners for members only at this time. 

Discussion was made regarding calling church members to invite them back to church. The Visitation Team may make 

these calls. Georgia will talk with Visitation Team Leader- Paul Boender.  

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 12, 2021 at 6:00pm.  

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned with Mitch closing in prayer. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes, continued...   

Helping Others… a devotional  
   

   “I assure you that everybody who gives even a cup of cold water to these little ones because they are my disciples will 

certainly be rewarded.” Matthew 10:42, CEB 

Reflection - When we hear about church missions, we often think of big, organized programs: missionaries serving far 

from home or the annual church mission trip. But Jesus often talked about missions as simply helping the people we en-

counter every day, like giving a cup of cold water to someone who is thirsty, food to a neighbor who is hungry, or visiting 

those who are alone. We don't have to travel far from home to do these things, we can do them wherever we  See Page 7 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A40-42&version=CEB


 

 

The Indiana Conference Board of Laity is pleased to 

once again sponsor the 2021 Laity Sermon                      

Manuscript Contest.  The contest is open to all                     

laypersons in the Indiana Conference. 

 

In collaboration with the 2021 Indiana Annual                          

Conference Session, the theme for this year’s                       

manuscript contest is 

 

“Blessed are the Peacemakers: How Do We Become 

Peacemakers in a Troubled World”  

based on Matthew 5:9:  

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God.” 

 

We will once again be accepting entries in two categories: 1) Adult and 2) Emerging Leader, which would include any   

individual in middle school, high school, or college. 

 

As the Annual Conference will be virtual again this year, the authors of the winning manuscripts will pre-record their 

presentations which will be included as part of the Laity Session of Annual Conference, Saturday, June 5. 

  

Rules for the contest are as follows: 

• Manuscripts must be original and based on the theme. 

• Manuscripts should be no more than 10 minutes in length when presented. 

• Entries will be judged based on clarity, originality, relationship to the theme and composition. 

• Manuscripts must be accompanied by a cover sheet that includes the writer’s name, category, address, phone                                      

number, email address, local church name and district. 

• Entrants are asked not to include any personally identifying information in the manuscript itself since we want the 

manuscripts to be judged anonymously. 

• All entries MUST be received no later than Friday, April 16.   The winner will be notified by Friday, April 30. 

  

Entries should be submitted to Kim Arnott, Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries, at kimarnott@mac.com.   

For additional information about the contest, please contact Kim Arnott at the above email address. 
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2021 Laity Sermon Manuscript Contest 
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 This month we are sharing with you numbers 3 & 4 in  

James Emery White’s list of 10 ways to be more like Jesus.  

 1.  Hang out with Sinners    (See March 2021 KnoxKnews) 

2.  Afflict the comfortable    (See March 2021 KnoxKnews) 

3. Comfort the Afflicted. 

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get 

away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a 

real rest. Walk with me and work with me- watch how I do it. Learn the 

unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on 

you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 

Matthew 11:28-30 

4. Promote the Dignity and Worth of Women. 

“Jesus said, ‘Go find my brothers and tell them.’ … Mary Magdalene 

found the disciples and told them, ‘I have seen the Lord!’ Then she 

gave them his message.” John 20:17-18 
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1o ways to Be More                 

Like Jesus 
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 This month I am writing about “Mission and Ministry: One Brick at a Time”. It starts with an encounter I had over 40 

years ago with a bricklayer. The bricklayer was working on a building in Indianapolis. He was on a scaffold close to the 

bottom of this towering structure. I looked up at the many stories of bare steel awaiting the brick covering. I exchanged a 

couple of words with the bricklayer and then asked, “Does it bother you to look up and see how much work is left?” With-

out hesitation, he said, “No, I lay one brick at a time.” He obviously knew that he was not the only bricklayer on this job. 

His approach was a lesson I have never forgotten and one that has a wide range of uses. A big job is just a group of 

small tasks that need to be done. Most challenges are the same way. 

  Sometimes we see the UMC's mission words “transformation of the 

world” and view it as an aspirational phrase that someone else is working on. 

After all, how can we, one person, impact the world? How can one person 

make that kind of difference? As a result, our level of impact becomes self-

fulfilling. If you believe you cannot make a difference and do nothing to make a 

difference, you will not make a difference. But if we take the attitude of the 

bricklayer, realizing that we are not alone in this task and that we each have 

gifts and talents that we can use and do what God is directing us to do (be that 

small or large), we will make a difference. It may feel like “one brick at a time” but with many hands working with God’s 

direction the results can be impressive. Did I mention that the building in Indianapolis was completed long ago and it rises 

22 floors and 268 feet tall?  That is a lot of bricks. 

 It is important to not focus on things we cannot do or cannot change but rather look for what we can do. For example, 

COVID virus impact, political division, racial issues, hunger, homelessness, poverty and much more seem to create an 

insurmountable challenge list. It can look like a towering obstacle in front of us. We can stand and stare at that structure 

or, like the bricklayer, we can attack it one brick at a time. There is almost always something we can do. Some positive 

impact we can make, especially if we call on the help and direction of Jesus. We may not overcome or eliminate every 

obstacle and every challenge, but we can leave the positive mark of Jesus on it.  

 We received the amazing gift of eternal salvation because Jesus and a “ragtag” group of disciples accepted the                              

assignment before them. Not an easy task. Subsequent generations did this as well. They all faced adversity and                       

challenges not unlike those we face today. But they persevered and worked on the mission and ministry of Jesus. They 

shared the message of Jesus. They would not allow the chain to be broken. It is now our turn. Future generations depend 

on it. They depend on us. Transformation of the world is not a task that someone else is working on. It is our task to do 

with the power and grace of Jesus. It is our turn to push aside the distractions and noise. It is a great time to lay some 

ministry bricks for Jesus.     ~Blessings, Dave Johns, Lay Leader of the Indiana Conference UMC 

One Brick at a Time 

Helping Others… from Page 4   are. When we think of missions in this way, every day- at school, work, home, wherever 

we go- can be a mission trip. 
   

Discussion Questions 

•  When has someone helped you? How did you feel?   

• When was a time you helped someone? How did that make you feel? 

•  Why do you think it matters to Jesus that we help others? 

Activity:        Prayer: 

    Decide on a service project. It could be donating clothes,       Dear God, give me a heart to be a helper.  

taking a meal to a neighbor, or collecting money to donate.  Amen. 

https://advance.umcor.org/
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Financial Report  

February 28, 2021                                                       



 

 

  9 
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2 Dan & Kim Miller 

25 Victor & Sally Povilaitis 

  

3 Don Henricks 

6 Suzy Bishop 

9 Betty Burger 

10 Kristen Busse 

11 Hunter Kemble 

13 Sarah Wright 

15 Janet Richard 

17 Eric Miller 

19 Marilyn Ringen 

22 Jean Dunkleberger 

24 Donna Bailey 

24 Lee McIntire 

24 Jody Joseph 

  

  



 

 

KNOX UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

We love you and want to stay connected.  Please help us to 

be able to keep in touch by providing us with your current             

contact info.  Thank you! 

 

LAST NAME:   ____________________________ 

 

 MAILING ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ 

                                        _______________________________________________ 

 

 HOME PHONE:  ______________________________________ 

 

Please list all in the household along with cell numbers and e-mails if available.                        

Use the back of the page if needed.  

 

NAME:  _________________________________   

 Cell # __________________________    

 E-MAIL: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

NAME:  _________________________________   

 Cell # __________________________    

 E-MAIL: ___________________________________________________________  

 

NAME:  _________________________________   

 Cell # __________________________    

 E-MAIL: ___________________________________________________________  

 

We certainly understand the need for privacy and protection of privacy in today’s 

world.  Please know that your personal contact information will never be shared with 

those outside the congregation without your consent.  If you wish for any of your                 

information to be available only to the pastor and administrative assistant 

please check the box in front of all info which is to be restricted.   



 

 

 

Knox United Methodist Church 
201 South Shield Street, Knox IN 

 phone 574-772-4228 

 web www.KnoxUMC.org 

 email knoxmethodist@gmail.com 

 facebook   @knoxumc 

 radio Sundays @ 7:30am on 

        99.3fm WKVI 

Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

Knox KNews 
    April 2021 

Next month’s submission deadline: April 20th 

 

Knox United Methodist Church 

201 South Shield Street 

Knox, IN   46534 

https://www.facebook.com/knoxumc/

