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Pastor’s Ponderings 
Pastor Sheri LoCascio 

My dear faith family,  

     As I write this, it’s the tail end of November… the 

leaves have changed color and fallen, temperatures 

have dropped, but the one thing that remains con-

stant is covid. A mere twelve months ago, none of us 

thought we’d be in the position we are now. But 

folks, We Are Christians! We have a unique Hope 

whose advent/arrival we celebrate every December 

25! In that hope, we find our faith and our future… 

even when things appear unsettling, scary, doubtful, 

hopeless… the Light of Hope shines brightly, and 

even more so as we enter the Season of Advent.  

     We are including an Advent calendar in this news-

letter with a Christian practice for you to enjoy each 

day during Advent. As we worship apart yet to-

gether, continue worshipping, continue praying, 

continue reading your Bible, continue living out the 

Greatest Commandments and the purpose to which 

God has called YOU and placed upon your life.  

     Now that we are worshiping via Website Worship, 

I encourage you to join in so that our faith family   

remains united as we celebrate Advent and then 

Christmas, together. We know Jesus Christ is the 

reason for the season, let us always                          

celebrate Him! In His love and mine,     
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Dear God, 
It seems like lots of uncertainty around us.  So many people who need prayers. 
Today, I pray… 

For those whose health is compromised by the coronavirus or other health issues. 
For those who suffer from the economic impact of the virus, in travel, manufacturing, hospitality, energy or so 
many other industries. 
For health care workers and first responders, and other public servants who put themselves in harm’s way for 
us. 
For our leaders of the world, our countries, states, and cities, as they seek to help manage this challenge 
God, it can be overwhelming. But you tell us over and over again not to be afraid.  Show me how to trust in 
you. 
As I examine my heart this Advent season, help me to turn away from my concern with self, and turn my heart, 
hands, and prayers toward the concerns of others. 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, I pray. 
Amen 

                             A Prayer for the World Facing Corona Virus 

Adapted from a prayer posted by St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Houston, 

Texas.  https://www.umc.org/en/content/a-prayer-for-a-world-facing-the-coronavirus 

 

Knox United Methodist Church - Church Council 2021 

Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheri LoCascio 

Church Council Chair - Jack Miller 

Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant 

Lay Member to Annual Conference - Debbie Mix 

Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant 

Lay Leader - Georgia Pope 

Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus  

Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler  

Treasurer - Lisa Nichols  

Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire  

Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius  

Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen   

Education Chair - Debbie Mix 

Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler  

At-Large Member - Melba Shilling 

Ex Officio Members with vote: 

Historian - Dan Miller 

Men’s Group - Jack Miller,  

   Mitch Martinkus 

Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller 

Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller 

Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler,  

         Lisa Nichols 

Youth Representative - vacant 
   

Ex Officio Members with no vote: 

Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman  

  If you have any comments, questions, 
concerns or compliments please share 
with any of the above.  They are here to 
serve you and their Lord.   
  Where you see ‘vacant’ please con-
sider serving. 

https://www.stlukesmethodist.org/


 

 

Members Present:  Jack Miller  Pastor Sheri  Shirley Fosler  

              Mitch Martinkus Lisa Nichols  Georgia Pope      

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council Chair Jack Miller, and was opened with a 

devotion and prayer by Pastor Sheri.  

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read; motion made to approve by Mitch, and seconded by 

Lisa. Motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa shared financial reports as of October 30, 2020. Reports were accepted as presented. Mem-

bers are encouraged to continue supporting their church during this time of COVID. 

Lisa also passed out information for budget decisions for 2021; she will share this information 

with other Church Council members.    

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley reported that there was nothing new to share. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that there was nothing new to share.  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that there was nothing new to share.  

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that there was nothing new to share.  

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Pastor Sheri reported we are in need of a Financial Secretary; Cheryl is willing.  

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that Pastor will take vacation on November 15. He will be filling in. 

Also, the janitor position is still open. Mitch will give Cheryl the collected information on the 

position to type up before a decision is made on filling the position. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Jack reported that Shelter-or-Treat went well. We will have to work on lighting for the shelter in 

the future; it was too dark without the parking lots lights on to be seen. Thank you to Deb and 

Sandy and everyone else who helped. 

Knox UMC Church council Minutes 

November 9, 2020 
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The Food Bank has been cancelled for November 13. As of today, the November 20 Food Bank 

is still scheduled. The Community Dinner is still being planned with carry-out only and Coat 

Give-away. There will be no groceries given away this year. 

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

Jack reported that the Men have met this month and continue to plan for their Holidays Food 

Baskets project. They are still collecting donations for this project and will possibly use gift 

cards for the Hope Center. 

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

Shirley reported that the Women met this month using social distancing. They shared a devo-

tional and discussed how each was doing. Some mentioned that they were lonely since family 

cannot visit. Shirley encouraged all to phone and make contact with others. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor Sheri again requested Pastor Tasks Assessment forms be submitted to her. So far, she has 

only collected 4 from Church Council members. Pastor continues performing all the tasks, al-

beit some need to be done differently due to the virus.   

Shirley mentioned that the Visitation Team could call and make contact with church members. 

Pastor also mentioned they could send cards.  

Pastor also reported that she attended Charge Conference / District Gathering Day, along with 

Debbie Mix via Zoom. The meeting was encouraging. 

Both the Girl Scouts and the Boy Scouts are holding off before resuming their meetings. 

Pastor is waiting for the Red Cross to get back to her regarding the Blood Drive, tentatively 

scheduled for November 30. 

The Conference sent paperwork regarding the Boy Scouts and our need to file a Proof of Claim. 

Pastor will file before the November 16 deadline.  

GOOD OF ORDER 

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 14, 2020 at 6:00pm.  

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

With no other business coming before the Board, the  

meeting was adjourned with Shirley closing in prayer. 
  

Respectfully submitted by Shirley Fosler 

Church council Minutes, cont’d 
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I am thankful...   

 for my God. 

 for my world. 

 for my church. 

 for my Savior. 

 for my family. 

 for my life. 

 for my job. 

 for my abilities and talents. 

 for music. 

 for animals. 

 for my country. 

 for my many blessings from God. 

 for food, shelter and clothing. 

 for you. 

 for my pastor. 

 for the Bible. 

 for friends. 

 for health workers, law enforce-

ment and safety personnel. 

 for teachers, factory workers, all 

food service people and all 

school workers. 

 for all people. 

 for everything. 

 

Shirley Fosler 
 

What are you thankful for                   

this holiday season? 

Thankful... 
 

We want to make our monthly newsletter the best 
source of information we can for our KUMC family 
and for those who would like to get to know us.   
To do that we really need your help. 
 
Here’s how: 
 

 Submit information regarding upcoming events 
and activities, limited as they are right now.  
Don’t assume someone else has done it or that 
Cheryl already knows.  She can’t know every-
thing and her ESP is broken beyond repair.  If 
two, or more, folks turn in the same info, so 
what?  That is better than nobody doing it. 

 Submit information and pictures from past 
events.  Those who could not attend may want 
to know what it was like and what happened.  
Again, somebody doing it is better than                        
nobody. 

 Let Cheryl or Pastor Sheri know what you 
would like to see, or not see. in the            
newsletter.  We love evaluations.  That is the 
only way we get better. 

 
We would like to have all items by the 18th of the 
month so that we have time to put things                                        
together, but if your situation doesn’t allow it just let 
Cheryl or Pastor know and we will work with you.   
 
Either leave your info on Cheryl’s desk or e-mail it 
to knoxmethodist@gmail.com.   
 

Thank You! 

You Can Help 
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Bring yourself and your joyous 

voice as we gather to sing on 

December 24 @ 3pm  

in the church parking lot  

(weather-permitting) 

Questions?  See Shirley.  Please 

drop off at church. 

Thank you! 
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Our
Redeemer 
Lutheran 
Church

Begins 
Thursday 

Jan. 7, 2021
6:00 PM

Every
Thursday 

for thirteen 
(13) weeks
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The holidays are a time when many churches host cookie swaps. Bakers pull out their 

favorite family recipes to share. Since we cannot gather around the table this year, United 

Methodist Communications is hosting a "virtual cookie swap." We're sharing some classic 

Christmas and holiday cookie and candy favorites from vintage Methodist cookbooks.  

—————————————————————- 

You will need:  1 stick of butter, 1 -12 oz bag of chocolate chips, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 1 bag 

of colored miniature marshmallows, a mixture of cookie crumbs and shredded coconut*, 

and a piece of waxed paper about 2 feet long. 

1. Place the butter and chocolate chips into a large bowl.  Place in the microwave for 45 

seconds and then stir.  Continue in 20 second increments until melted.  Stir in 1 tea-

spoon vanilla.  Let cool until slightly thickened. 

2. Stir in a bag of colored miniature marshmallows. 

3. Lay out a sheet of waxed paper about 2 feet long. 

4.  Down the middle of the paper  sprinkle a line of 

cookie crumbs a few inches wide. (optional) 

5. On that line spread the marshmallow mixture and 

form into a log. 

6. Sprinkle a few more crumbs on the top. 

7. Roll the waxed paper around the log and secure 

the ends. 

8. Refrigerate at least 2 hours. 

9. Slice about 1/3 inches apart and serve. 

From umc.org/en.  For more recipes click on the OUR UNITED METHODIST TABLE box.  

Methodist Vintage Recipes: 
Stained Glass Window Cookies 

Winners from  November 29’s Website Worship Service: 

Jack Miller, Georgia Pope 

Pastor’s Preaching location: south parking lot of church  

How to play: Watch the Website Worship Service each week. When submitting your  

Attendance, also submit your best guess at where Pastor is preaching each Sunday. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of October 31, 2020 

Submitted by Lisa Nichols 
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12 Charlie Hasnerl 

19 Bryan Busse 

20 Kelly Manning 

22 Gabriel Manning 

1 Gary & Becky Singleton 

12 Robert & susan fort 

21 Mike & Jennifer Skinner 

24 Bill & nan Folkers 
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Knox United Methodist Church 

201 South Shield Street 

Knox, IN   46534 

 

 

Knox United Methodist Church 
201 South Shield Street, Knox IN 

Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

  

Knox KNews 
    december 2020 newsletter 

NEXT MONTH’S SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  DECEMBER 15TH 

phone 574-772-4228 

web www.KnoxUMC.org 

email knoxmethodist@gmail.com 

facebook  @knoxumc 

radio Sundays @ 7:30am on 99.3fm  WKVI 

https://www.facebook.com/knoxumc/

