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Pastor Sheri LoCascio 

   Welcome to the second edition of our 

 new Knox Knews Newsletter! I have  

 received many positive comments, keep 

 your thoughts and suggestions coming! 

 And if you have an article or information to 

share in the newsletter, please submit it to Cheryl by the 18th 

of each month for inclusion in the following month. 

In addition to the newsletter, some of you are also     

making use of our new website. If you have internet access 

and want to see what’s going on at church, check out the 

monthly calendar (regularly updated to include events as 

they arise), or listen to past sermons. Log on to 

“www.knoxumc.org” and you’ll find all this and more! I’m 

still working on uploading sermons, but newsletters and lots 

of other goodies are included. Check it out and let me know 

what you think… 

Our most recent new news is the building of the new 

shelter. Thanks to our Outreach Team and the many church 

members who contributed financially as well as physically, 

we now have an outdoor venue to welcome people as well 

as an outreach to the community. In fact,     (continued, page 2) 



 

Pulpit Preaching Plans ~ Month of July 

Summer Worship Series: People of the Bible 

Will the person of the Bible that you submitted be chosen? 
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the Missions Team has already hosted a 

Community Cook-Out under the shade of 

the shelter. And, in August there will be a 

Night of Prayer with the community and 

various surrounding churches.  

Another use for the shelter will be with 

our upcoming Vacation Bible School     

program: “To Mars & Beyond!” This year’s 

VBS will be held from Monday, July 22nd 

through Friday, July 26th, 8:30am–11:30am 

daily. We’re planning on sharing a light 

breakfast with the kids first to fuel their 

morning and then begin ‘voyager explora-

tions’… to Mars and beyond!... with music, 

dance, science, Bible stories, arts & crafts, 

and good old-fashioned fun! This year’s 

theme is based on Ephesians 3:20 ~ “Glory 

to God, who is able to do far beyond all 

that we could ask or imagine by his power 

at work within us!” 

Registration is now open for this free 

community event. Feel free to share an   

invitation with the parents of  children ages 

4 years through completion of 6th grade. 

There will be lots of fun activities in a safe,  

Christian environment. Registration forms 

are available in the church office. An added 

bonus- online VBS registration is now 

available through our website! 

Also, a list of needed VBS items will be 

posted, and we thank you in advance for 

your time and donations to this worthy 

cause for our community kids. If you 

would like to help out as need be assisting 

the teachers or other leaders, we would be 

grateful for you! Please let our Education 

Chair- Debbie Mix, or me know how you 

would like to assist. Thanks! 

We were set to hold the Fruitful Congre-

gations Journey’s Visions Workshop with 

our coach but have had to postpone the 

presentation. Pastor Kathy was diagnosed 

with a detached retina and underwent eye     

surgery on June 19th. Please keep her in 

your thoughts and prayers as she undergoes 

a lengthy recovery process. 

However, postponing the Visions     

presentation doesn’t mean that we’re      

taking the Summer off! There is a group of 

people whose hearts are on fire to create a 

welcoming atmosphere of love, warmth, 

respect, and spiritual growth! Want to know 

how you can get involved? Want to feel the 

excitement of a close connection with our 

God? Want to arrive at church on Sunday 

mornings pumped and ready to worship in 

heartfelt ways? Come talk to me and we’ll 

see how you will help     (continued, page 10) 



As you read in last month’s edition, our new administrative assistant- Cheryl Tellman- 

welcomed us to ‘her world’ sharing highlights of her life with us, helping us to get to 

know her better. Each month, we will highlight a special face of Knox UMC. Some of us 

are new to Knox and some of us have been here a long, long time… either way, there are 

always more discoveries to make in those we thought we already knew everything about!  

Would you like to be in the spotlight next month? We have a list of questions to 

prompt you in choosing which ones to answer to help us get to know you better. Please 

talk to Cheryl or Pastor Sheri for the list to prompt your sharing as well as if you have any 

questions…  

This month, let’s look into the world of: Pastor Sheri LoCascio 

What’s your favorite way to spend a weekend? 

My dream weekend would include waking up to a cup of coffee, snuggling into a comfy 

position on the sunroom loveseat and listening to my favorite tunes as I sip my coffee and 

the morning away. Maybe if I’m feeling really industrious, I might play a game of solitaire 

between sips. (This IS a dream, lol) 

What’s your favorite thing about your current job? 

I l-o-v-e my job! Although, my “job” is really more of a lifestyle, pastoring can happen any 

place and at any time… not only exclusively within the church walls. Getting to know   

people and listening to their stories is an amazing part of this “job.” It’s a heart-warming 

blessing to witness people discovering their relationship with the Divine and the depth of 

God’s activity within them. As I witness this discovery as its encountered- the epiphany 

and realization of God’s presence- it’s a moment that makes me stand back in awe! 

Have you always lived in this area? 

I’ve spent the majority of my life in Northwest Indiana, but when I was young dad, served 

in the Navy- nuclear subs- so we lived at naval bases in California and New England. 

What is the one thing you value most? 

Love. Not only are there some wise words in the Bible hinting to the importance of love, 

love solves so many of our problems… Fear, worry, doubt, distress, etc. are removed 

when we believe in love and its Source. [1 John 4:7-12]  
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Welcome to My World 
A Spotlight on KUMC Faces 



                                                       June 24, 2019 
     

Members Present:     Jack Miller     Sally Oliverius     Marcia Hayes    Debbie Mix      

Pastor Sheri    Melba Shilling    Lisa Nichols      Shirley Fosler     Sherry Fort 
    

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Jack Miller, and was opened with a prayer given by 

Pastor Sheri. The minutes were read and approved. 

TREASURER REPORT: 

Lisa Nichols stated that we are still spending more than we are taking in so far this year.   

Lisa has talked with Deb McIntire, and the shelter has been paid for. We did raise enough 
money from the rummage sale and what was donated to pay for the shelter. 

TRUSTEE REPORT: 

Sally Oliverius shared that the interior painting has been completed. Deb McIntire brought a 

group of youth to paint the landscaping timbers. The shelter has not been painted, as it has to 

weather before it can be painted. Lee also put a Methodist flame and cross, along with a 

plaque on the shelter saying “enter as a stranger, leave as a friend.” 

PASTOR PARISH COMMITTEE: 

Sherry Fort reported that there has not been a meeting since the April meeting. Pastor Sheri 

mentioned that she is very happy with Cheryl as the Administrative Assistant. Pastor Sheri 

shared that all positions in the church have been filled, with the exception of Lay Leader. 

Sherry asked Shirley Fosler to consider the position of Lay Leader; Shirley will consider the po-

sition and will let Pastor Sheri know her decision. 

In other business, the board approved the placing of the tapestry that the Stevenson family 

presented, to be placed in the church dining room, for a short period of time. A motion was 

made to have a written policy be in place when gifts be given to the church to be displayed. 

The board unanimously approved the motion. 

Lisa talked about the free hotdog giveaway on Saturday, June 22, 2019. There was a small at-

tendance, but they discussed doing it one more time. Lisa thinks that it  (continued, page 5) 
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 Ad Board Meeting Minutes 
Knox United Methodist Church 

   Submitted by Marcia Hayes 
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(Ad Board Meeting Minutes, continued from page 4) 

needs to be advertised more. More advertising will be done for the next event. 

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for the week of July 22 from 8:30-11:30, for ages 4 

through completion of 6th grade. Pastor Sheri mentioned that her previous church is hav-

ing the same program the week before, and they are allowing us to use some of their ma-

terials and decorations. 

It was decided to participate in July 6’s “4th of July” parade in Knox. We will have a truck 

with the church banner on it, along with volunteers handing lollypops with information 

about the church, Vacation Bible School, and the next Community Cook-Out attached. 

Pastor Sheri is working on getting bible studies started after August. Several ideas and 

suggestions were brought before the Board. 

Merit Foundation’s Pastoral Alliance in Starke County will hold a Prayer Night at our 

church on Tuesday, August 20, which will include the community and local area churches. 

Shirley Fosler mentioned starting a youth group get-together starting in the Fall. Lisa 

stated that this is part of the goal for missions that they are working on. 

The next Ad Board Meeting will be July 29 at 6:00pm. 

The meeting was then adjourned, with Pastor Sheri 

closing in prayer. 

Sincerely, 

Marcia Hayes 

Recording Secretary 
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We’ve got some exciting changes coming to Sunday mornings this Summer!  
     

Beginning July 7th, we will open the library for a time of Morning Fellowship from 

9:00-9:30. Coffee, tea, and water will be available as you visit with your church family.  
     

Our Casual Traditional Worship Service will begin at 9:30am, and you may bring 

your coffee, tea, or water- with a secured lid- into the sanctuary. 
     

Our regular After-Service time of Fellowship with beverages 

and snacks will remain as we’ve always done. 
    

Summertime is the perfect time to relax and enjoy 

the treat of a casual, Christian atmosphere…    



Our New Shelter! 
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Thanks to our Community Outreach Committee 

and your generosity, the new shelter was fully 

funded, and at this point- completed! Our first   

Community Cook-out was Saturday, June 22nd with 

Lisa Nichols and Bernie Stoughton at the grill; Gray-

son, MariBeth, and Kim playing cornhole; and the 

rest enjoying fellowship with each other and with 

neighbors who stopped by. 
    

Be sure to mark your calendar for this month’s 

Community Cook-Out on Saturday, July 13th, from 

noon to 1:00pm. Hot dogs, chips, and water pro-

vided; feel free to bring a side or dessert… but    

most importantly- bring yourself! 



 

Page 7 

 

Serving in Faith and Love 

Worship Leader 

  7)  Mitch Martinkus 

14)  Mitch Martinkus 

21)  open & available 

28)  Mitch Martinkus 

Greeters 

  7)  Jennifer Stevenson 

14)  Jean Dunkleberger 

21)  Barb Abel 

28)  Marshall Garlach 

Liturgist 

  7)  Debbie Mix 

14)  Victor Povilaitis 

21)  Georgia Pope 

28)  open & available 

Altar Flowers 

  7)  David & Jean Thompson 

14)  Habo Runkle - in honor of Jon Runkle 

21)  Happy Birthday, Graham Folkers! 

28) 

Lawn Mowing 

 6)  Lee & Trevor 

13)  Bernie Stoughton 

20)  Trevor Busse 

27)  Lee & Trevor 

Communion Steward 

21)   
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Ushers 

 

Ministry Opportunity Available! 

Ministry Opportunity Available! 

     

Feel called to serve in a Worship Ministry? 
     

 Ministry:    Contact: 

 Greeter    Janet Richard 

 Liturgist    Janet Richard 

 Usher    Lisa Nichols 

 Communion    Janet Richard 
    Steward     
     

 Worship Leader   Pastor Sheri 
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Treasurer’s Report 
As of May 2019 

Submitted by Lisa Nichols 

Knox Knews ~ July 2019 

Account # 

 

Account Name 

 

Annual   
Budget   

YTD Balance 

 

Annual Budget                  
Remaining  

             

               

 

               

Income   

4.10.140 

 

Tithing by Envelope & 
Checks 

 
120,000.00 

 
37,420.86 

 
82,579.14 

 

  Total Income  $120,000.00  $37,420.86  $82,579.14  

         

               

Expenses   

5.10.150  Conference Tithes  12,000.00  4,013.19  7,986.81  

5.10.151  District Tithes  1,200.00  401.32  798.68  

5.10.152  Annual Conference Exp  350.00  61.00  289.00  

5.10.155  Pastor Salary  33,000.00  13,750.00  19,250.00  

5.10.156  Custodial Salary  5,640.00  2,350.00  3,290.00  

5.10.157  Musician Salary  5,600.00  2,600.00*  3,000.00  

5.10.158  Travel Reimbursement/

Prof. Expense 

 2,000.00  386.04  1,613.96  

            

5.10.159  Administrative Assistant  11,700.00  3,390.00  8,310.00  

5.10.160  Pastor Pension Expense  3,465.00  1,804.70*  1,660.30  

5.10.170 

 

Supplies (Altar &       

Communion)  
200.00 

 
59.40 

 
140.60 

 

5.10.171  Pulpit Supplies  200.00  0.00  200.00  

5.10.172 

 

Music (Copyright License, 

etc)  
500.00 

 
0.00 

 
500.00 

 

5.10.173  Advent/Lent Expense  100.00  38.50  61.50  

5.10.174 

 

Cleaning Choir & Acolyte 

Robes  
100.00 

 
0.00 

 
100.00 
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5.10.180  Church Utilities - Gas/Electric  6,900.00  1,964.00  4,936.00 

5.10.181  Church Utilities - Water/Trash  2,800.00  1,150.20  1,649.80 

5.10.182  Church Utilities - Telephone  1,600.00  605.88  994.12 

5.10.185  Parsonage Utilities - Telephone  1,800.00  685.12  1,114.88 

5.10.186  Parsonage Utilities - Water/Trash  1,200.00  406.70  793.30 

5.10.187  Parsonage Utilities - Gas/Electric  3,600.00  792.30  2,807.70 

5.10.188  Insurance Church/Parsonage  7,300.00  309.00  6,991.00 

5.10.190  Office Supplies  1,000.00  838.65*  161.35 

5.10.191  Postage  500.00  129.42  370.58 

5.10.193  Cleaning Supplies  750.00  47.50  702.50 

5.10.200  Computer Programs/Updates  650.00  0.00  650.00 

5.10.205  Equipment Maintenance  2,000.00  2,077.51*  (77.51) 

5.10.207  Office Equipment Purchases  500.00  58.55  441.45 

5.10.210  WKVI  2,100.00  680.00  1,420.00 

5.10.211  Ministry Expense  1,245.00  68.82  1,176.18 

5.10.215  Dedicated Funds Payback  10,000.00  4,100.00  5,900.00 

  Total Expenses  
$120,000.00 

 
$42,767.80 

 
$77,232.20 

        

              

Difference    $0.00  ($5,346.94)    

              

* = Income/Expense exceeds amount budgeted to date        

 Always remember that you have only one        
God and you are to worship only Him. 

 Always respect His name. 
 Go to church on the Sabbath. 
 Honor your mother and your father. 
 Do not kill anyone. 
 Adultry is forbidden 
 You must not steal. 

 Please don’t tell any lies. 
 And just be content with what you 

have. 

 

God’s Rules 



    Do you love a parade? Come walk in the city’s 4th of 

July parade on Saturday, July 6th! Wear your Knox UMC 

shirt and we’ll hand out goodies along the route with 

VBS and  Community Cook-Out information attached! 

This is a great way to spread the news that we are in-

volved in our community and to let those who may be 

searching for a home church to know that we are here!   
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 (Pastor’s Ponderings, continued from page 2) 

Knox UMC grow into the next decade! Big 

things are on the horizon for us… 

In closing, last month at Annual Con-

ference in Indy, it was announced that the 

Bishop finds me worthy to remain here in 

Knox another year, YAY! I am SO excited 

to see what we will do over the next year, 

what we might discover about ourselves, 

how we will reach out to the community, 

how we will share God’s love with each 

other and our neighbors… and how we 

will BE the Body of the Church of Jesus 

Christ! 

In His love and mine, 

 

Have you checked out our new 

website yet?  KnoxUMC.org 

If not, give it a look see.  

There you will find newslet-

ters, calendar, information 

about ministries & events, 

VBS information and registra-

tion and much more.  More ad-

ditions are being planned so 

check often.  What would you 

like to see on our website?  



VBS 2019 ~ To Mars And Beyond! 
 

Blast off with the first VBS to land on the moon! Kids will discover the wonders of 

God’s universe as they become Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where 

God’s power can take them.  

After fueling up with a light breakfast, the kids will join together on an outpost on Mars 

(our sanctuary) and they’ll lift off to distant planets on special missions to collect power 

sources. Along the way, they’ll learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that 

God is always with them, too. 

This adventure includes out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories that 

inspire kids to give glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or 

imagine! Relevant music, exciting science, creative crafts, fun recreation, and memorable 

Bible stories will help kids know that God is always with them! 

Invite your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, neighborhood kids and young 

friends to this free event! Online registration is available as well as a link to download a 

form, or you can visit the office for a copy of the registration form.    

Want to assist the teachers and station leaders? Are you crafty and have a good eye for 

decorating? Not sure what you can do but know you want to be involved with our kids in 

some way? Please talk with our Education Chair Debbie Mix or Pastor Sheri… we’d be 

gratefully blessed by your help and presence. 
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~  VBS 2019  ~ 

Mon, July 22
nd

 - Fri, July 26
th
 

8:30am - 11:30am 

ages 4 through  

completion of 6
th
 grade 

     

Registration is OPEN! 

Go to our website: 

www.knoxumc.org  

to register online or download a 

form. Or, pick up a registration 

form in the church office. 
        

VBS items needed list: 

1 liter bottles, Gatorade bottles, 

newspapers, toilet paper tubes 

(complete list posted on bulletin) 

“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond  

all that we could ask or imagine by his power  

at work within us!”  Ephesians 3:20 

http://www.knoxumc.org
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