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Pastor’s Ponderings 

     What a year 2020 is turning into!  

As I write this, sitting indoors looking 

out my window at the beauty of God’s 

creation… but all from a distance. I 

see my neighbor across the street let 

his very friendly, very large dog out. Duke just wants 

to play with everyone and everything, but when we’re 

out at the same time, we keep our distance… My next 

door neighbor just pulled into his driveway. We’ll 

wave our “hello’s” but neither of us approach the 

other for a brief but friendly chat during this time of 

social distancing…  My, how things have changed, 

and in such a short time! 

     I have never spent an Easter not going to church, 

not celebrating with my faith family. This is yet an-

other change to our reality that we’re facing- the lack 

of “Christian conferencing.” In other words: being 

with each other! How difficult is this to see someone 

from afar but no hugs, no handshakes, not even the 

‘elbow bumps’ that we were sharing at church when 

this virus first came to the country.   

     This Easter and the days before us represent a 

challenging and painful season. However, we have 

some Good News to declare! 

     Our story is not shaped nor defined by the global 

coronavirus, or COVID-19, pandemic. Our story is 

shaped by a 2,000 year-old story that is more than 

just good news. It is Gospel news, which is very good 

news! “For God so loved the world that he gave us 

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS... continued 
may not perish but have eternal life.” 

~John 3:16 

     In this passage, the word “so” comes 

from the Greek word leading us to con-

sider just how much God gave us.  

     God gave us through Jesus on the 

cross. He was tortured, beaten, crucified, 

and buried. We are the beneficiaries of 

the Bible, so we know how the story 

ends: Jesus is raised from the dead! And 

every Easter we declare Jesus is risen, 

He is risen indeed!  

     God wins! Love wins!  

     Folks, this happens no matter where 

we are, no matter how we have celebrat-

ed Easter, no matter where we Worship 

our Risen Lord!  

     So, how is it with your soul? If you’re 

like me, you don’t like that we aren’t able 

to go to church. What’s more is that we 

don’t know when social distancing will 

end nor the pandemic that has disrupted 

so much of our lives and the global      

human family. Our church is an impor-

tant place of worship and a critical meet-

ing place for children and adults in our 

community.   

     Yes, we have left the building, and I 

pray that we don’t return the same. God, 

who is never caught by surprise when   

calamity comes, is reminding us that we 

are created as human beings called to be 

the Body of Christ not defined by the 

building we worship in. The unity we 

have experienced in tragedy is not to be 

sacrificed for a longing for the familiar 

over the calling of our Savior. 

     Much has changed, but we are still 

Easter people with Good News to share.  

     When we read the Resurrection story, 

we’re reminded that when Mary Magda-

lene and the other Mary went to the 

tomb, the stone was already rolled away. 

The faithful who came to mourn and 

anoint a dead body found an empty tomb. 

Everything Jesus had told his disciples 

came to pass, and I believe the stone was 

rolled away not so Jesus could get out, 

but for those who were burdened with 

fear and crippled with grief could look in. 

The tomb is empty, and Jesus is risen! 

     We, my friends, have Good News to 

declare! Sin and death have been defeat- 

ed, and God has work for us to do. 

       Christ has died; Christ is risen; 

    Christ will come again! 

       Borrowing the words of our 

    Bishop-  Be encouraged, 

 because He lives! 

   In His love and mine, 

He is Risen! 
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What is “Pick your Parable”??? 

 Do you remember last Spring, you chose and submitted some of your favorite 

people of the Bible so we could share in a Summer Worship Series called: “People of 

the Bible”? We covered 15 biblical characters from Abraham and Sarah to Jeremiah 

and Job to Thomas and Paul! 

 This coming Summer, I’m planning another Worship Series where           once 

again get to choose the subject matter… this time choosing and submitting your        

favorite Parables! 

 Please send to me the Parable(s) of your choice, the Scripture passage(s) you 

find it in, and why it’s your favorite or why you want to understand it better…  

 We’ll begin this Summer Series in mid-June, so you’ve got time to… 

“Pick your Parable” 

   ~pastor sheri  

you 



 

 

 VOL. 20   ISSUE 4 KNOX KNEWS PAGE 4 

 

A poem by Bishop Trimble… 

 

There are Other Rooms 

The news is constant we can’t escape 

Daily, dire, dangerous, deadly 

Stay at home but stay tuned 

Global in nature but so close too soon 

Introverts and extroverts 

No handshakes or hugs 

Six feet apart distance experts say 

Still questions arise 

How long will this last 

How do homeless stay home 

The Church is alive 

A Gospel to share 

And God spoke to me 

There are other rooms 

So we walk away from worry 

Into a different room 

Peace awaits us in a place close by 

I am thinking of you as I sit 

In our Prayer Room 

    
Be encouraged, 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble 

Resident Bishop 

Indiana Conference  

“I made Pastor Sheri’s Famous 

Hodge Podge Trail Mix” 

~ Patsy Thompson 

“My famous (not burnt) 

Crockpot French Toast!” 

~ pastor sheri 

What did you enjoy for your  

Easter Service celebration’s  

Comfort Food?? 

“We enjoyed blueberry muffins” 
~ Lyn & Tom Allen 

“Coffee and honey nut cheerios, can’t mess that up” 
~ Jack Miller 
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of March 2020 

Submitted by Lisa Nichols 
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APRIL MAY 

MAY 

 
 

1 Ron Parker 8 Merlyn Lucas 11 Gideon Miller 13 Taylor Kemble 13 Pastor Sheri LoCascio 
  

15 Janet Richard 

17 Eric Miller 

19 Marilyn Ringen 

22 Jean Dunkleberger 

24 Donna Bailey 

24 Lee McIntire 

24 Jody Joseph 

 

APRIL 

25 Victor & Sally 

Povilaitis 
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