
 

 

     Happy New Year!!! Welcome to a  

new year which will bring us new 

things! I can hardly wait to see what 

2021 has in store for us. Last year was 

a challenging one… so, let’s move on to the new! 

     One new thing to look forward to is the formation of 

a Cooperative Parrish! We, along with Hamlet, Hanna, 

LaCrosse, and North Judson UMC’s are seeking to  

create a truly connectional and collaborative co-op. 

What does this mean for us? It means that our church 

family has grown to include our brothers and sisters in 

these sister churches; when we need help we can call 

on them AND we can offer our gifts and skills where 

they could use assistance. Yes, a truly United church! 

Stay tuned for more info as this develops and if you’re 

interested in being involved to pioneer this, give me a 

holler! This is an exciting, new development we’re 

launching for the Indiana Conference of the UMC.  

    As Christ’s followers, let’s continue to work collabo-

ratively throughout the county to reduce the positivity 

rate, we’re aiming for 5% or less! That’s the ‘magic 

number’ that enables us to consider resuming in-

person services. Until then, let us each keep BEing the 

church-body-dispersed by serving each other and the 

least and the lost. Share God’s love and let’s each of us 

do all we can so we can reunite at in-person worship 

asap! I miss you SO much. And remember- I’m only a 

text, an email, or a phone call away… 

     In the hope and love of our     

newborn King,    
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Knox United Methodist Church - Church Council 2021 

Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheri LoCascio 

Church Council Chair - Jack Miller 

Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant 

Lay Member to Annual Conference - Debbie Mix 

Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant 

Lay Leader - Georgia Pope 

Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus  

Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler  

Treasurer - Lisa Nichols  

Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire  

Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius  

Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen   

Education Chair - Debbie Mix 

Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler  

At-Large Member - Melba Shilling 

Ex Officio Members with vote: 

Historian - Dan Miller 

Men’s Group - Jack Miller,  

   Mitch Martinkus 

Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller 

Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller 

Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler,  

         Lisa Nichols 

Youth Representative - vacant 
   

Ex Officio Members with no vote: 

Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman  

  If you have any comments, questions, 
concerns, or compliments please share 
with any of the above.  We are here to 
serve our church and our Lord.  Where 
you see “vacant,” consider serving. 

December 6’s Website Worship Service ~ “Preparing for Company” 

Lyn Allen, Mitch Martinkus, Jack Miller, Georgia Pope, Jennifer Stevenson 

Pastor’s Preaching location: parsonage livingroom  

December 13’s Website Worship Service ~ “Deck the Halls” 

Lyn Allen, MaryBeth McIntire, Jack Miller, Sandy Miller,  

Georgia Pope, Jennifer Stevenson 

Pastor’s Preaching location: Nancy J. Dembowski Community Center in Knox 

December 20’s Website Worship Service ~ “Waiting...Waiting...Waiting…” 

Jack & Sandy Miller, Georgia Pope, Victor & Sally Povilaitis 

Pastor’s Preaching location: downtown Knox @ Lake & Pearl Streets 

Thanks for playing along! 



 

 

 

Members Present: Jack Miller        Pastor Sheri        Lee McIntire        Mitch Martinkus        Lisa Nichols      

 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council Chair Jack Miller, and was opened with a devotion and 

prayer by Pastor Sheri.  

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read; motion made to approve by Lisa, and seconded by Lee. Motion 

carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa shared financial reports as of November 30, 2020. The Water and Sewer bills were discussed as to the 

amount of usage and costs. Lee was to check with the City of Knox to see what can be done.  

The budget was discussed and approved as presented with the knowledge that some of the expenses would 

not be reached. It was discussed that everything was so uncertain at this time what the future would be.   

FINANCE REPORT 

There was nothing new to share. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

There was nothing new to share.  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

There was nothing new to share. There is some talk about people starting Bible Studies.  

WORSHIP REPORT 

Discussion on when in-person worship would resume, no dates at this time due to the spread of the COVID 

virus. Pastor is still offering Website Worship and will be offering a Christmas Eve Christmas Carol Sing-

Along on December 24th at 3:00pm, with masks and social distancing. 

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Cheryl has taken over the Financial Secretary position with help from Sally Povilaitis. 

Shirley Fosler will take the position of Council Secretary. 

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that the Annual Staff/Parish Reports that are due to the Conference by December 1st have 

been submitted by both Staff/Parish and Pastor. 

Discussion during the Treasurer’s report on the custodial duties and that Marilyn Ringen had   

Knox UMC Church council Minutes 

December 14, 2020 
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tendered her resignation in September and we still had not found a replacement.  Pastor suggested that 

Cheryl might be willing to help with the cleaning during this slow time which would help in keeping her 

hours. The decision was made to speak with Cheryl on taking an hour or two to assist with some custodial 

duties. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Visitation Team has been contacted on a program to start calling the shut-ins instead of personal visitation. 

The Northern Indiana Food Bank will be at church on December 22nd. 

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

The Men’s group met on December 13th and they did help two families, with the help of donations from 

Missions and other members. 

They will be meeting again on the second Sunday of January. 

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

They did meet; nothing new to share. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Red Cross Blood Drive can be held at the Church, they will be holding off until next year. 

It was decided that we would run last year’s Cantata on WKVI, Christmas Eve and Christmas day, it would 

be discussed with WKVI that they did not run the Cantata at the time promised so we would request it be 

done at the time they say. 

Pastor has been meeting with other United Methodist churches in our area to start working together on out-

reach and community events and to form a Cooperative Parish between churches.  

GOOD OF ORDER 

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 11, 2021 at 6:00pm.  

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was 

adjourned with Jack closing in prayer. 

Church council Minutes, cont’d 
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Community  

Christmas  

Dinner 

 

“The Work of Christmas” 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 

To make music in the heart. 

~Howard Thurman, 1899-1981 

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Music
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Heart
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     Pastor and I have had many conversations about the virus and how churches are handling 
what’s going on… This article came across my desk and we share it with you. 
 

    Everything came to an abrupt halt. The coronavirus entered the USA and we, the people, knew we had to re-
spond. Pastors have been able to see this entire situation from a different perspective than most churchgoers. 
Not only do they have the responsibility to share the gospel, they are also called to care for those who are in their 
“flock.” Here are 7 things that we believe your pastor wished you knew about the church’s response to covid-19. 
 

 1. Pastors are under an extreme amount of pressure. 
    Every day, pastors are forced to answer questions about their COVID-19 response. From church members  
quoting scriptures with a sense of condemnation about the church “choosing fear,” to social media threads of 
pastors and congregations becoming infected, it seems everyone has an opinion. Debates over masks, tempera-
ture checks, if online services are really spreading the gospel, are constant and causing great division among  
the body. Everyone has an opinion on what the local church should be doing. However, ultimately, it falls on the 
pastor and the leadership to make the final call. 
     Although it would seem they should be the strongest in the room, your pastor has to reconcile the voices of 
their congregation, their church leadership, their overseers, social media critiques, government officials, the  ene-
my, and the Lord. Even before COVID-19, some of the biggest headlines shared about pastors had to do with 
them taking their own lives. Pastors struggling with severe depression is a common occurrence. The everyday 
pressures of helping people spiritually, listening to everyone’s personal problems, maintaining their staff, and bal-
ancing their own personal life, and keeping up with emotional/spiritual battles are too much for many   to bare. 
The current pandemic adds an extra amount of pressure that no pastor has been prepared to handle. More than 
ever, they need the church to gather around them in prayer versus criticism. 

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.                                                              
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.”  Hebrews 13:7 

2. THERE IS NO ONE SIZE FITS ALL METHOD. 

    When it comes to churches reopening, there is no perfect model. Each church, state, county, and denomina-
tion will have their own rules. For instance, the local United Methodist Church close to our home is not allowed to 
sing, as their denomination has prohibited it. In other words, the pastor has no choice in the matter and must fol-
low the rules set in place. In the same way, there are some parts of our country that has an increasing rate    of 
COVID-19, while our area has few cases. The building being used by the church may also have regulations and 
the ages of the congregants may also play a role in how to move forward. 
     With this being said, it would be unwise to treat all churches the same, when it comes to how to move forward. 
The various regulations and unique makeup of the church itself must be taken into consideration. Your pastor 
must balance all of these factors to make wise choices for any given Sunday. 

3. PASTORS MUST DO WHAT THE LORD HAS CALLED THEM TO DO. 

    Being a pastor is not for the faint of heart. They are called to watch over those in their “flock” and will be held 
accountable for their actions (Acts 20:28). During this pandemic, pastors must seek the Lord for council as  they 
are ultimately accountable to Him. Some would argue, shouldn’t God be speaking the same to every church? To 
that, we would argue yes and no. The overall Great Commission remains the same for all. The method of winning 
souls and making disciples, like in any other season, will be different and unique for each ministry. When pastors 
seek the Lord, they are to do so in a manner of complete surrender to His voice, and not the voice of the parish-
ioners. In other words, pastors must be Spirit-led and not swayed by other voices.  

7 Things Pastors Wish You Knew about the Church's Response to COVID-19 
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    This will undoubtedly cause some to be offended as the pastor is not doing what they deem is best. However, a 
praying pastor can remain steady and confident when they have sought the Lord for how to lead the church during 
the pandemic. Church leaders must trust that God knows all things, so whether He leads them to be virtual for the 
next year, close the ministry, or do business as usual, they must trust the Lord. Ultimately, the church and its peo-
ple belong to Him and the pastor should follow His lead on all matters, even if it looks different than the church up 
the street. 
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”  Hebrews 13:12 

4. YOUR LOCAL CHURCH IS A BUSINESS ENTITY. 

    There is no way around this. Although many cringe at the phrase, “Church is a business,” there is no legal 
church that is not a business. In fact, step one of planting any church is to go through one’s state to make it a 
business entity. Obtaining a business ID number, maintaining a business bank account, and having a record of 
expenses are the minimum requirements of running a church. Additionally, your local church has to have insur-
ance to cover accidents, lawsuits, their building, and more. Many insurance policies have forewarned local 
churches that they may or may not be covered for COVID-19 related incidences depending on what happens, and 
the measures that are put in place. One popular church insurance company sent churches an extensive list of 
what churches should do if they want to insure they are covered to include “maintaining 6-foot distance from other 
parishioners in all directions, sterilizing all surfaces, using hard-cover seating options instead of fabric-covered 
pews to expedite cleaning, removing physical holy books or hymnals from use, and posting signage or projected 
messages to clearly indicate expectations for worship attendees.” 
    Additionally, as a business within a given state, churches may find themselves having to adhere to fines and  
penalties for not following state regulations. Although some have made the choice to rebel against local ordinanc-
es, others try to follow the guidelines closely to maintain the integrity of the church and to not lose  their ability to 
have worship services in the future. Overall, pastors are forced to make choices that are not just good for the cur-
rent pandemic but the longevity of the church. A poor choice can be the difference between a lawsuit or the 
church not being able to recover financially in the future. For this reason, many churches have  decided to follow 
their governing state’s guidelines, not because of fear, but out of wisdom and to honor those who are in authority. 

“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which                              
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” Romans 13:1 

5. YOUR PASTOR IS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THEIR CHURCH. 

    If there is a coronavirus outbreak in your local church, news reporters will want to speak to the pastor. They 
won’t be interested in speaking to the member who complained until the church reopened or has a strong convic-
tion about masks. Your local news station won’t even care as much about who started the outbreak or their health. 
They will look to the pastor for answers. Why did they open? What protocols were in place? How will they keep it 
from happening again? 
    Just like the Lord will look to them on how they led their flock, the world will praise or blame them for what-ever                 
happens. Likewise, the church itself will have to deal with the repercussions of their choices as it pertains  to 
COVID-19. Thus, churchgoers must come to recognize that their opinions may be valid but ultimately the pastor 
will be held accountable. 

6. PASTORS ARE COMING TOGETHER TO DISCUSS STRATEGIES. 

    All over the world, pastors are coming together to pray and discuss strategies for navigating the pandemic. 
Leaders are looking past church denominations, racial differences, and more to learn how they can    be more ef-
fective. We cannot count how many meetings, forums, and conferences we’ve attended to try to see the church 
remain steady in the midst of such trials. From pastors learning social media strategies together to   discussing 
what they’ve learned as they reopened, church leaders realize how much they need each other. Thus, most pas-
tors are not making choices “in a box,” but with an abundance of counsel. 



 

 

Our
Redeemer 
Lutheran 
Church

Begins 
Thursday 

Jan. 7, 2021
6:00 PM

Every
Thursday 

for thirteen 
(13) weeks
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     It is likely that your church leaders have been in constant communication with others on how to ensure you 
stay spiritually strong, and that the church can move forward during the pandemic. For the first time ever, mega-
church pastors and churches with 20 people are all on the same playing field, and they are all reaching out to one 
another. It is likely that your pastor is not out to push their own agenda or just make money off of you, they truly 
care about seeing you grow in the Lord, especially during this time. 

“For by wise guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance of counselors there is victory.” Proverbs 24:6 

7. THE CHURCH IS NOT DEAD 

     The church is not dead! The methods to winning souls for Christ may be altered, but God’s word is still going 
forward. Never has there been a time where Sunday morning social media feeds are filled with churches from all             
denominations. Bibles are selling out at local stores. Churches are not declining in membership but growing! Re-
cently, we heard of a church that has grown from 100 to 250 since the start of COVID-19. God is still on the move 
and people are still hungry for the gospel. At a time where everyone can see that tomorrow is not promised, God 
is moving in the hearts of people to turn back to the Lord. Although we believe this is a time of God shifting the 
Church to return to the message of the gospel, it is also one of great creativity, the coming together of church 
leaders globally, and remembering the importance of the house of the Lord. 
     Overall, your pastor needs prayer more than ever. As the Lord continues to show your family the best way to                   
navigate COVID-19, pray the same for your pastor. In this season, the weight of their choices can mean life and 
death for the members that they care for sincerely. Although we may have strong convictions, let us do all we  
can to guard our hearts and not complain as they follow the Lord’s lead. May the Lord continue to bring peace to 
your home and keep you safe during this time.      -Victoria Riollano, Crosswalk 
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of November 30, 2020 

Submitted by Lisa Nichols 
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1 Dorothy Britton 

1 Jordan Bulick 

11 Peter Knutel 

12 Mary Beth McIntire 

13 Mitch Martinkus 

13 Raymond Mix 

14 Kason Richard 

16 Allison Martinkus 

21 Tori Bulick 

21 Gene Wheeler 

25 Susan Lucas 

26 Connie Marsh 

29 Cara Hasnerl 

11 Paul & Rhonda Brust 

24 Ted & Marcia Hayes 
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Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

Knox KNews 
    january 2021 newsletter 

NEXT MONTH’S SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  JANUARY 15TH 

phone 574-772-4228 

web www.KnoxUMC.org 

email knoxmethodist@gmail.com 

facebook  @knoxumc 

radio Sundays @ 7:30am on 99.3fm  WKVI 
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