
 

 

     
     U.S. President Woodrow Wilson declared May 8,1914, the second                  
Sunday in May, as a special day to honor the nation's mothers, especially 
those who had lost their sons to war. 
     Anna Marie Jarvis and fellow members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church led the charge to make Mother's Day an official observance. When 
Andrew's Methodist Church of Grafton, W.Va., held the state's first official 
Mother's Day on May 10, 1908, Jarvis marked the victory by bringing in 500 
carnations, honoring her late mother, who had been a leader in the initial 
efforts to mark the occasion. 
     Though gift- and card-buying and secular activities abound, the church 
still plays a prominent role in Mother's Day. Different, often regional,                  
traditions are deep-rooted, and woe to the pastor who decides to ignore 
those most special to his or her flock. 
     This raises some thorny questions about how to keep the focus on                     
worshipping God, while celebrating and honoring the gifts of mothers. 
The answer seems obvious: Just turn to the Bible. We hardly have to turn a 
page before encountering Eve, the mother of all, in the second chapter of 
Genesis. 
     When we do meet Eve, who doesn't get a name until near the end of her 
story, we are introduced to a jarring reality: There are scant tender moments 
or lovingly sentimental words. For the most part, biblical mothers face                       
daunting hardships, and many were smart, savvy and occasionally, ruthless. 
The majority of accounts in the Hebrew Scriptures involve the relationship of 
mothers and sons and questions of power and dynasty. With the exception 
of Mary, mother of Jesus, the Christian texts offer few developed stories        
involving motherhood. 
     The following vignettes of biblical mothers, both named and unnamed, 
give us pause to reflect. 
 
Eve 
 

     She enters in Genesis 2:18-22, the result of God's search for an                        
ezerkeneghdo ("helper") for his creation, Adam. 
     Careful reading points to a search for compatibility and mutuality. It is     
after the divine surgery in which God creates woman from Adam's side that 
the creatures are differentiated sexually and gender-specific names "woman" 
and "man" bestowed. Only after God issues the penalties for the rupture of 
relationships that resulted from the first (and continuing) human sin of trying 
to be like God, does Adam give his partner the name Eve, meaning "living." 

The woman's penalties, which included increased pain in childbirth and to  
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live under the rule of her husband, reflect life as the ancient Israelites 
knew it. 
     In the next scene, God expels Adam and Eve from Eden. One 
verse later she conceives and gives birth to Cain, saying, "I have  
produced a man with the help of the Lord." Abel comes along in the 
next verse, and eight verses later, we come to the first murder, as 
Cain kills his brother in a fit of jealousy. God banishes Cain, who 
goes to the land of Nod, takes a wife, produces progeny and              
launches civilization. The text is silent on from whence the wife came. 
The last we hear of Eve, she has borne another son named Seth. 
Genesis 5:4 says that Adam then had more sons and daughters, but 
there is no mention of their mother. 
 
Sarah and Hagar 
     As the first wife of Abraham, Sarah (meaning "princess") is the 
matriarch of the Hebrew people. She is a major player in Genesis 11-
25. The story begins when Terah, his son Abram, grandson Lot, and 
daughter-in-law Sarai, set off on a journey that is to take them to the 
land of Canaan, but they get sidetracked and end up in Haran. 
It will be Abram and Sarai who eventually go to Canaan, launch a 
new nation, and get their new names. The big problem, which will 
occur again and again in this family's history, is that Sarah is barren. 
She has already taken matters into her own hands by giving her 
slave girl, Hagar the Egyptian, to her husband to produce children for 
her. Tensions escalate as soon as Hagar is pregnant. She tries to 
flee, but an angel sends her back with the reassurance that she will 
be the mother of multitudes through her son, who will be called Ish-
mael. 
     The Lord comes through on his promise, and Sarah and Abraham 
have a son, Isaac, in their old age. There is still tension in the               
household, and after Sarah sees Isaac and Ishmael playing, she 
makes a startling demand: "Cast out this slave woman with her son, 
for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son 
Isaac." 
Abraham reluctantly agrees after God urges him to comply with Sa-
rah's demand. One of the few tender mother-child scenes comes as 
Hagar and Ishmael wander about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
They run out of water, and she sits down and weeps away from her 
son because she cannot endure seeing the death of her child. God 
hears and sends an angel with water and reassurances that Ishmael, 
too, will become a great nation. So, the mother and son settle into 
wilderness life, where he becomes an expert with the bow. 
     We hear no more of Sarah until her obituary in Genesis 23:1, 
when she dies in Canaan, and Abraham buys land for her burial from 
the Hittites, the cave of Machpelah, famous burial site of the                               
ancestors. 
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Rebecca (Rebekah) 
     In Genesis 24, a very old Abraham sends a trusted servant back to his homeland to find a suitable wife for Isaac. The 
servant bears extravagant gifts for the bride to be and her family. 
When he and his 10-camel retinue arrive in the city of Nahor, they come to a well. The servant prays for success, that God 
will show hesed, steadfast love, to his master. 
     Before the servant finishes his prayer, Rebecca appears and generously waters the camels. The beautiful young virgin 
turns out to be Abraham's niece. The servant gives Rebecca gold rings and bracelets and goes to meet the family, includ-
ing her brother, Laban, who helps unload the camels and becomes the family spokesperson in the marriage negotiations. 
He and his father, Bethuel, agree to the proposal. The servant wants to leave the next day, but Rebecca's mother pleads 
to let her stay 10 more days. Rebecca says she is ready to go and departs the next day with her maids. 
     Rebecca also has trouble conceiving. Isaac prays for his wife, and their wishes are granted. The pregnancy turns out 
to be difficult as her twins struggle within her. The Lord tells her that she is carrying two nations in her womb, two peoples 
destined to be divided, and that the younger would serve the elder. The first son is named Esau, because he was red and 
hairy. The second is named Jacob (he who supplants) because he is born holding on to his brother's heel. 
      As the story unfolds, Jacob is quite a schemer. First, he dupes his brother into selling his birthright for a bowl of stew. 
Then, when Isaac is old and blind, Rebecca and Jacob create a plot to trick Isaac into thinking Jacob is Esau in order to 
steal the father's blessing. Esau makes plans to kill Jacob as soon as their father is dead, but Rebecca finds out and 
sends Jacob back home to live with Uncle Laban, who is his equal as a schemer and conniver, and the family saga goes 
on to the next generation. We learn that Rebecca and Jacob are buried in the cave of Machpelah in Genesis 49:31. 
 
Mary (mother of Jesus) 
     The name Mary is derived from Miriam, the sister of Moses 
and Aaron, who is called a prophet in Exodus 15:20 and plays 
a significant role during Israel's wilderness wanderings. She is 
one of six New Testament women who share a popular name 
in first century Judaism. The likely oldest reference to Mary 
comes in Mark 6:3, with a parallel in Matthew 13:55, when 
hometown folk in Nazareth take issue with Jesus' teaching: "Is 
this not the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James 
and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here 
with us?" 
     Matthew names Mary four more times, once in Jesus' ge-
nealogy and three times in the birth accounts. Here, she is a 
passive character, important because of her place in God's 
plan. To make his point, Matthew cites Isaiah 7:14: "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and they shall name 
him Emmanuel, which means God is with us." An angel appears to Joseph in dreams, giving instructions protecting              
mother and child, first from rejection by Joseph, then from destruction by Herod. 
     Mary is the central character in Luke's birth account. She is the primary one through whom God works, and the Divine 
plan to establish God's Kingdom on earth is risk-filled. The angel Gabriel explains it all. Mary may be young and innocent, 
but she knows where babies come from. "How can this be, since I am a virgin?' she asks. He points to her cousin,                   
Elizabeth, once thought barren and now six months pregnant,and gives his reassuring promise, "For nothing will be                  
impossible with God." Mary consents, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." In so 
doing, she becomes the model of faith and discipleship. 
     Mary will continue to be part of the story, which will have increasingly painful moments. At 12 Jesus will challenge her 
as she scolds him for staying behind in the temple while the family searched for three days." He later rebuffs the efforts of 
his mother and brothers to see him as he preaches to the crowds in Galilee, redefining kinship: "My mother and my               
brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it." 
     Luke does not specifically place Mary at the crucifixion, but he notes that Jesus' acquaintances, including the women 
who had followed him, stood at a distance and watched. In Luke's second volume, The Acts of the Apostles, Mary and 
Jesus' brothers are among the disciples devoting themselves to prayer between Jesus' ascension and the Pentecost 
event. 



 

 
      
The Gospel of John does not have a birth story, but though unnamed, the mother of Jesus is a commanding presence. 
She first appears near the start of Jesus' ministry at the Wedding at Cana of Galilee. Jesus addresses his mother as 
"Woman," as she presents the plight of the wedding hosts who have run out of wine. This becomes the occasion for                 
Jesus' first sign, or miraculous act, in the Gospel. He tells her puzzlingly that his time has not yet come. When Jesus' time 
does come, he will use the same title when he gives his mother over to the care of the Beloved Disciple at the foot of the 
cross. 
Though tradition has linked Mary with the mysterious woman of Revelation 12, the connection is unlikely. The image of 
the woman, clothed with the sun with the moon under her feet, wearing a crown of twelve stars, in birth pangs, as the 
great red dragon threatens to devour the child as it is born appears to be a symbol, first for Israel, then for the church. The 
child is snatched away by God and the woman flees to the wilderness, a place of refuge, where she will be protected. The 
church under persecution is reassured of God's protection, and in the final message of Revelation, of final victory. 
 
Ruth 
     We circle back to the Hebrew texts to close with the Bible's only extended story of mother-daughter love, and like so 
many Bible stories, there is an unexpected twist: Ruth is not a daughter, but a daughter-in-law. 
     Ruth is also the second of five women noted in Matthew's genealogy of Jesus all are Gentiles or have some kind of 
irregular situation in their pasts. The story of Ruth begins in the village of Bethlehem during the time of the Judges. A                
family of four father, mother and two sons flees to the neighboring country of Moab because of a famine.The husband dies 
and the two sons marry Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After about 10 years, both sons die, too, 
leaving the woman, Naomi, whose name means "sweetness, bereft." 
     Naomi hears that the famine in Bethlehem is over and decides to go home. She tries to send both young women back 
to their mother's house. She blesses and kisses her daughters-in-law and everyone weeps. First, both insist on going 
back with Naomi. She firmly commands them to stay, that all is bitter; the hand of the Lord has turned against her. She 
can offer them no hope for a future. 
     Orpah obeys and turns back. Ruth makes her famous declaration of loyalty, so often misused in weddings. "Where you 
go, I will go, where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God," is a young woman's 
pledge to a mother-in-law who could offer her nothing in return. 
     As the story unfolds, Ruth is a model of faithfulness and God's self-giving love. The women arrive in Bethlehem, just in 
time for the barley harvest. Ruth asks permission to glean in the fields, a form of charity guaranteed the poor by Israelite 
law. The ensuing tale is one of the best loved in the Bible. The field just happens to belong to Boaz, one of Naomi's                  
relatives on her husband's side of the family. Boaz notices the industrious young woman and makes sure she is cared for 
during the barley and wheat harvests. 
     Naomi is not above a little scheming herself and coaches Ruth to approach Boaz on the threshing floor at night. The 
Hebrew has some interesting double entendres here, and no one can say exactly what happens. Come morning Boaz 
sends Ruth back to Naomi with six measures of barley. 
     All good stories have tension, and Ruth is no exception. Boaz knows he is second in line as the next-of-kin to redeem 
the property of his dead kinsman, including Ruth. The first in line is ready to claim the property, but when he learns that 
she is part of the package, declines. The way is cleared for Boaz and Ruth to marry. 
     The name of the Lord is not invoked often in this story, but it is in Ruth 4:13, which notes the Lord made her conceive. 
The baby is a boy, Obed. The women of the neighborhood celebrate and bless the Lord who has remembered Naomi: "He 
shall be a restorer to you in your old age; for the daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has 
born him." 
     The family scene ends tenderly with Naomi holding the baby in her bosom as his nurse. The action shifts to the                    
concluding genealogy: Obed as the father of Jesse, the father of David, and the beginning of a royal family, a kingdom, 
and a place in the ancestry of Jesus. 
 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/biblical-mothers-not-a-job-for-the-faint-of-heart 
*Joan LaBarr is a retired elder and former director of communication for the North Texas Annual (regional) Conference. 
News media contact: Tim Tanton, (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 
First published in May 2012. 
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Members Present: Jack Miller Pastor Sheri Shirley Fosler      Mitch Martinkus   

 Lisa Nichols  Sally Oliverius Georgia Pope 

Virtually Present: Melba Shilling   

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council Chair Jack, and was opened with a devotion by Pastor Sheri and prayer by 

Sally.  

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read. Pastor asked if the Equipment Maintenance Contract mentioned in the Minutes is for 

the printer; it was confirmed. Motion made to approve by Sally, and seconded by Mitch. Motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa shared financial reports as of March 31, 2021. All bills are paid to date. Money coming in is less than what is being spent. 

We did receive the second PPP loan; this money is only for Pastor’s salary and utilities. Funds collected during Easter                

morning’s Sunrise Breakfast will be placed in the Kitchen fund. To reduce expenses, it was considered to hand deliver monthly 

newsletters instead of mailing, reducing postage costs; last month, 29 newsletters were mailed.  

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley had nothing new/additional to report. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

Sally reported that the carpets and pews are going to be shampooed. Sally and Bernie will be shopping for the kitchen and                

taking inventory of what is needed. Bernie replaced the broken kitchen drawer handle. The cleaning of the kitchen cabinets will 

be later.    

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Pastor reported for Debbie, raising this Summer’s VBS. Concerns include: the cost, lack of volunteers, lack of children, skipping another 

year and not reaching out to the community’s children/youth. Mitch asked about 2019’s VBS costs; a ballpark figure of $500 was given. We 

could invite local kids and any adults wanting to help to attend VBS programs of Cooperative Parish churches hosting a VBS program. It 

was also suggested that the congregation may be willing to donate to the VBS program if we held it, financially and/or with donating needed 

supplies. Discussion was tabled for May Meeting to gather ideas and research interest in helping with a 2021 VBS program. As an out-

reach, movie nights over the Summer were also discussed.  

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that, since resuming In-Person Worship Services, Website Worship viewership has gone down and  

questioned whether it should be continued. Pastor has set up a YouTube channel for non-profits so there is no cost other than 

Pastor’s and Jay’s time spent on Website Worship Services. Pastor has begun a survey that viewers respond to once they’ve 

watched the online Service asking their opinion on continuing online Services; after data is collected, Pastor will share the  

viewers’ survey opinions.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Also discussed was holding Worship Services outdoors. Nontraditional churches are growing, younger people seem 

to enjoy the worship experience; we can look into what we can provide for younger people. 

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Pastor had nothing new to report. 

CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes  ~ April 12, 2021 
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STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that our covenant with Pastor allows her four weeks of vacation per year. She is planning on taking             

vacation on May 23rd. When Pastor is on vacation, rather than her going to the post office to collect the mail, Lisa has 

agreed to. Mitch will meet with Pastor and discuss yearly overview. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

It was reported that the Northern Indiana Food Bank will be at church on May 26th; volunteers are needed. Lisa shared 

that she and Deb McIntire are discussing holding a hotdog cookout in May or June.   

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

Jack and Mitch reported that ten men met at the last Men’s Group and enjoyed a fantastic breakfast. They discussed 

Mother’s Day carnations for all the “mothers and others” to celebrate Mother’s Day, May 9. In May, they will meet on the 

3rd Sunday of the month- May 16. 

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

The Women’s group will meet on May 2nd at 8:00am in the dining room for breakfast and devotion.  

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor reported that she has been in conversation with Linda Lewandowski, who began Kid’s Closet at North Judson 

UMC. She shared Linda’s email and that our training for Kid’s Closet donations sorting will be at North Judson UMC on 

Wednesdays 10-2 and Saturday’s 10-1. All volunteers are welcome. 

Also, this year’s Annual Conference is on June 11 and 12. Debbie Mix, our Lay Member to Annual Conference, is unable 

to attend on June 11. Pastor asked if another team member is interested in attending that Friday. 

GOOD OF ORDER 

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 10, 2021 at 6:00pm.  

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned with Jack closing in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Fosler 

CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes, continued...   
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For Christians, Easter is not just one day - it's a season of 50 days. Easter season begins at sunset on the eve of Easter 

and ends with Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see Acts 2). 

Easter season is more than an extended celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early church, Lent was a season 
when persons who wished to become Christians were learning how to live the way of Jesus and preparing for baptism on 

Easter Sunday. The original purpose of the Easter season was to continue the formation of new Christians in the faith. 

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what we mean when we say Christ is risen and that 
we, as the church, are the body of the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing on the core doctrines and mysteries of the 

faith and for preparing for the ministries the Spirit has empowered us to undertake in Jesus’ name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many churches use these weeks to teach the theology of the sacraments and help people discern their spiritual gifts and 
callings. Congregations may have a service of commissioning laypersons into ministry as part of their Pentecost                                
celebration. 
 
The season after Pentecost begins with Trinity Sunday and concludes with Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday. The 
purpose of this season is to support our common work of using the gifts we have been given in the name of Jesus and the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

Because contexts for ministry can vary widely, the lectionary readings were chosen to permit more flexibility during this 
season. The three readings are not related to each other. Pastors and worship planners can create series that follow any 
one of the three different streams of texts (Old Testament, Epistle, or Gospel), whichever seems to be speaking into the 

missional context of the local church the best. 

 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications.  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-is-easter-over-what-comes-next 
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When is Easter over?  What comes next? 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-why-is-the-easter-season-50-days-long
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/ask-the-umc-faqs/sacraments
https://www.umc.org/en/content/spiritual-gifts
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/pentecost-commissioning-of-laypersons-for-ministry-in-christs-name
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/calendar/lectionary


 

  

We continue our countdown of 10 Ways to be More Like Jesus 

1. HANG OUT WITH SINNERS 

2. AFFLICT THE COMFORTABLE 

3. COMFORT THE AFFLICTED 

4. PROMOTE THE DIGNITY AND WORTH OF WOMEN 

5.  PROTECT CHILDREN 

“And whoever welcomes one such child in my name           

welcomes me. If anyone causes one of these little ones- 

those who believe in me- to stumble, it would be better for 

them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and 

to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” Matthew 18:5-6 

6. CARE MORE ABOUT REACHING THE LOST                    

    THAN CATERING TO THE FOUND 

“Who needs a doctor, the healthy or the sick? I’m here         

inviting outsiders, not insiders- an invitation to a changed 

life, changed inside and out.” Luke 5:31-32 

1o ways to Be More                 

Like Jesus 
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 10 a.m. - noon May 26th 

Helpers will be needed.   

See Sandy Miller to volunteer or if you have questions. 

Drive - Thru @ KUMC 



 

 

Financial Report  

March 31, 2021                                                       
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