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Pastor’s Ponderings... 

     Can you believe we’re approaching the 

end of another year? Already! They say: 

“Time flies when you’re having fun,” so I 

can only believe that we’re having a great 

time!   

     This month has already been packed with good things! On 

the 7th we held our annual Community Dinner & Coat Give-

Away, serving well over 100 people, providing many bags of 

groceries to hungry families, plus we handed out dozens of 

warm winter coats and sweaters for those in need. There is 

nothing that warms your heart like the smile of a child in a 

’new’ coat and scarf or the thankfulness in a grandparent’s 

grateful eyes... They may have been joyful in receiving our 

gifts, but truly, I think we received the greater gift!  

     The day wasn’t over after the Dinner dishes were done; 

we entered our float in the city’s Peppermint Parade. We 

walked or rode the route from the high school to down-

town… A little chill in the air didn’t stop us from celebrating a 

homey holiday and watching the city’s Christmas Tree come 

alive with lights while we sipped on hot chocolate and cider.  
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Pastor’s Ponderings… con’t 
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Pulpit Preaching Plans ~ December & January 

 Advent Season Series: “Are We There Yet?” 

 December   1 “Peace”    Matthew 24:36-44; Isaiah 2:1-5  

 December   8 “Hope”    Matthew 3:1-12; Isaiah 11:1-10  

 December  15 “Joy”     Matthew 11:2-11; Isaiah 35:1-10  

 December  22 “Trust”    Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 7:10-16  

 December  24 Two Christmas Eve Services! 

   7:00pm Family  “Love: Are We There Yet?” Luke 2:1-20; Isaiah 9:2-7  

 11:00pm Traditional  “Christmas Lessons & Carols”     

 December   29 “So, Now What?”   Matthew 2:13-23  

 January 5  Epiphany Sunday    Matthew 2:1-12  

 January 12  Baptism of the Lord Sunday Matthew 3:13-17  

     But the weekend was yet far from 

over as we hosted the Community 

Choir’s Christmas Cantata 2019 on the 

8th! Two performances of “Forever Glo-

ria!” were sung to the crowd! Grateful 

thanks to all who participated and 

worked so hard to make this year’s Can-

tata a reality. 

     We’re continuing our Advent Study 

on Adam Hamilton’s  “The Journey: 

Walking the Road to Bethlehem” 

through Dec 19. We’ll take a break until 

after the new year and on January 9, 

we’ll pick up where we left off in Living 

Prayer. You are welcome to join us on 

Thursdays at 6:00pm for our studies.     

     You can see in my Preaching Plans 

below, we’re holding two Christmas Eve 

Services; both will offer Communion, 

both will celebrate the birth of our Lord 

and Savior, but otherwise they’re differ-

ent Services, come enjoy both!  

     As 2019 comes to an end, let’s antici-

pate next year being another for the 

books! And may we continue to remem-

ber our purpose-  to reach out to others 

in Christian love, putting ourselves aside 

to serve the One who gave Himself for 

us...  In His love and mine,    
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College Connections 

To send notes of encouragement & connection to our college students: 

   Second year students: 

   Tori Bulick    Maria Hasnerl 
   Ball State University  Franklin College 
   Schmidt-Wilson, Rm 507 101 Branigin Blvd., Unit 1430 
   Muncie, IN  47306  Franklin, IN  46131 
 
   First year students: 
   Cynthia Beem  Charity Elsea  Hunter Kemble 
   Ancilla College  Indiana University  Ancilla College 
   1720 Toto Rd  1735 Titan Dr, #104A 6675 E 25 N 
   Knox, IN  46534  South Bend, IN  46613 Knox, IN  46534 
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Ad Board 
Knox United Methodist Church 

   Submitted by Marcia Hayes, Recording Secretary 

 Members Present:        Jack Miller        Marcia Hayes Pastor Sheri  

  Lyn Allen  Shirley Fosler Deb McIntire Mitch Martinkus 

  Debbie Mix      Lisa Nichols  Georgia Pope Janet Richard 

  Melba Shilling      

       Others Present:  Allison Martinkus  
 

MINUTES ~ December 9, 2019  

The Meeting was called to order by Ad Board Chair Jack Miller; Pastor Sheri opened with     

devotion and prayer.   

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Lisa Nichols reported that we are still spending more per month more than what we are taking 

in, through the month of October.     

FINANCE REPORT: 

Shirley Fosler mentioned there was nothing new to report. 

TRUSTEES REPORT: 

Deb McIntire reported from Lee that the new smoke alarms will be installed on December 18, 

at a cost of $8500. It was originally stated that the cost would be $6500, but more alarms than 

were expected are needed.  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 

Education chair, Debbie Mix, reported that Sunday School is going well. She mentioned that 

there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for volunteer kids Sunday School leaders; leaders 

are needed in order for the kids Sunday School to continue. There are plenty of crafts/supplies, 

along with books, to help with lesson plans. 

WORSHIP REPORT: 

Janet Richard reported that at the end of the year, she will be retiring as Worship Chair. She has 

liturgists and greeters lined up for a few weeks. 

Pastor Sheri shared that there will be a 7:00pm and an 11:00pm Worship Service on Christmas 

Eve, with Communion at both services. 

The Greens are scheduled to be taken down on January 5, after Worship.  

continued, page 5 
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LAY LEADERSHIP / NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT: 

Lyn Allen stated that Georgia Pope has accepted the position of Lay Leader. 

Jack mentioned that we will need a new Worship Chair, and if anyone is interested, please con-

tact Pastor Sheri. 

PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE REPORT: 

Mitch Martinkus mentioned that the Committee, along with Pastor Shier, will be planning the 

meetings three months out. 

MISSIONS COMMIITTEE REPORT: 

Jack Miller mentioned that we will host the Indiana Food Bank on Thursday, December 12th, 

from 10:00am to 12:00pm. 

Lisa Nichols shared that they gave food away at the Community Dinner on Saturday, Decem-

ber 7, along with many coats. Also, Missions donated money to the Men’s Group for Thanks-

giving & Christmas baskets.  

Fun Night! will resume on Sunday, January 19, from 4:30pm-6:30pm.   

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT: 

Deb McIntire shared that solar lights will light the shelter until we can get electricity. 

Deb and Janet both mentioned that if we plan on future parades, we need to plan it better. 

There were only four people to walk/ride the Peppermint Parade float.  

METHODIST MEN REPORT: 

Mitch Martinkus shared that the next meeting is on Sunday, December 15. Men’s Group has 

put together three Baskets for families. Mitch also mentioned that Missions has given a dona-

tion to help with the Baskets. 

WOMEN’s GROUP REPORT: 

Shirley Fosler stated that at the last meeting, it was discussed that we start a monthly Women’s 

Group breakfast before church. The first meeting will be on Sunday, January 5 at 8:30am. 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Pastor Sheri mentioned that Pastor John plans to come back after January to discuss our Vision 

for Knox UMC. The question we need to answer for the Visions is: “Why are we here?” 

GOOD OF ORDER: 

The next meeting is scheduled for January 27, 2020 at 6:00pm. 

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned with Jack Mil-

ler closing in prayer. 
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Happy Birthday! (Dec. 15 - Jan. 14) 

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary here and it should be? 
Complete a family information form and turn in to the church 

office. They can be found on the counter in the office. 

Happy Anniversary!  (Dec. 15 - Jan. 14) 
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Thank you to: 

• Habo Runkle, Marilyn Ringen, and Doloras Dan who manned the kitchen. 

• Trenton, Trevor, Erin, Stella, and Alex who helped serve over 100 meals. 

• Lisa and Sandy who gave away a lot of coats and all the bags of groceries. 

• Lee and Pat who delivered meals to 16 homebound members 

• All who helped in any way. 

Community Dinner 
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     Forever Gloria! 

Sally on flute 

Charlie Adams  
as Narrator 
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           Knox Peppermint Parade 
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     Have you completed an information 

form for your family?  If not, please do so 

as soon as possible. Doing so will help us 

to be sure that the information we have on 

file for you is accurate and will enable your 

special days to be acknowledged.  Forms are available on the counter in the 

office or can be e-mailed to you upon request.  Just send your request to 

knoxmethodist@gmail.com.  Thank you!   

     Not sure?  Just ask and we will let you know if we have it. 

 Chancel Choir rehearsal          

is held every                   

Wednesday at 6:00pm. 

 

Enjoy music? 

Want to ring 

the hand 

bells?      

The Bell Choir is looking for you!        

No experience or  music reading skills 

necessary. Practice will start soon… 

Contact Jen Skinner, Bell Choir Director 

Extra!  Extra! Read All About It… 

     Your newsletter is on a new time schedule. Beginning in   

December, Knox Knews will be published on, or very close to, 

the 15th of each month.  The deadline for submitting news,   

pictures or other items will be the 5th of each month.  This will 

better accommodate the Ad Board’s meeting schedule.  The 

deadline for the next issue (January 15) will be January 5th, so get those items 

in.  You may e-mail items to knoxmethodist@gmail.com or leave them on 



Need a place to host a gathering for a reasonable price?  Look no farther!  Any active member (one 

who attends church) of the Knox United Methodist Church may schedule and use various spaces 

within the building for a minimal fee and within adopted guidelines. 

All events will be placed on the calendar upon availability of the area and completion of a building 

use form.  The forms are now available on the counter in the office.  Forms should be fully completed 

and signed and returned with any applicable payment to Cheryl’s desk or office mailbox.  They will 

then be turned over to the Trustees for final approval.  In most cases you should be notified of       

approval within 1-2 weeks.   Please note that a copy of the Building Use Policy, including pricing, is 

attached to each form.  Please read it carefully.  All questions should be addressed to one of the 

Trustees (Lee McIntire or Sally Oliverius).     
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Facility Use Requests 

 

 

19 inch computer monitor 

Contact Patsy Thompson    

 574-540-7834 

               Available... 

How can you serve?  We need  greeters, ushers, and a 

liturgist every Sunday.  Prayerfully consider these opportu-

nities and don’t be afraid.  It is not as hard or scary as you 

might imagine.  If you feel led to serve as a greeter, usher 

or liturgist please check the appropriate box on the attend-

ance sheet or talk with Pastor Sheri.   We’d love to have 

you give it a try! 

Volunteers Needed 
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January 5th after Worship 
Thank you for your help! 
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     2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was de-

scended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
     8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the     Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

     15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-

other, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shep-

herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

               ~Luke 2:1-20  
   

  Come to Bethlehem!  

  Behold your Savior! 

A New King Is Born! 
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     2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who 

has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 

come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 

of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

      7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the  

exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, say-

ing, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 

me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 

its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road.               ~Matthew 2:1-12 

     

     

 

One Savior… 

Born for All! 

Magi Seek New King! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23174c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23177e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23179f
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Knox KNews 
    December 2019/January 2020 newsletter 

Next month’s submission deadline: January 5th 

NEWSLETTER  SUBMISSIONS:    

Do you have newsletter articles or other interesting tidbits to include in your new newsletter?                              
Please submit it to Cheryl by the 5h of each month for printing in that month’s edition.                                                    
You may turn your news in handwritten or via email to  knoxmethodist@gmail.com.  

mailto:knoxmethodist@gmail.com%20

