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Dear Family & Friends of Knox UMC, 

     As the state begins to slowly reopen, our Bishop has urged us to use caution as we 

prayerfully consider re-opening our church doors, always being mindful of our faith 

family’s health and safety during this pandemic. I count it a blessing that we living in 

Starke County have seen so few positive coronavirus/covid-19 cases! Thanks be to God! 

Even so, we must remain mindful of the virus’ potential to infect us and others… 

     Your Church Council and I have been in discussion about re-opening our church 

doors. We all want to get back to church and worship as we once did! However, when 

we return, it will look a bit different than it did. It must be different to ensure the health 

and safety of every member of our faith family. 

     Because of the recent uptick in new positive cases, as well as the ongoing new cases 

plus rising death toll, we have decided it best to wait and re-open our doors for in-person 

public worship as the state rolls out the 5th phase in its re-opening plans. That said, we 

are tentatively looking to re-open on July 12th.  

     This news may dishearten some and relieve others. Believe me, it’s a difficult deci-

sion with the greatest factor being your health and safety. According to the “Returning 

to Church” survey that 32 of our members completed, the majority feel it best to take a 

more cautious approach. That survey, along with many discussions you and I have had, 

plus the thoughts and opinions of the Ad Board, help us to believe that this is the safest 

and most responsible path to take. 

     “It’s been so long! How can we feel connected to each other, to church, and to God?” 

Our Website Worship continues to be a worshipping option for you to remain connected 

along with our weekly radio program on Sunday mornings. Additionally, we will begin 

allowing for small groups to meet at church, with the necessary precautions in place: 

  Prayer Team- Tuesdays at 11:00am,  

  Wednesday Evening Studies at 5:00pm (and if there’s interest, an identical study at 

6:00pm),  

  NA Meetings continue on Saturdays at 6:00pm, and,  
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and, Lisa is looking to start up GriefShare on either Tuesdays or Thursdays, TBD. 

     Thank you for your faithfulness to our ever-faithful God and church community. 

This has been an incredibly challenging time, something most of us have never before 

experienced. But folks, we are Christ’s disciples! We are His people! Let’s go forth in 

the knowledge that, even while separated, we are never alone!  

Stay connected, stay hopeful, & stay faithful!  

In Him, Through Him, With Him, in His love and mine, 

 
Reverend Sheri LoCascio, Senior Pastor  

Knox United Methodist Church 

sheri.locascio@inumc.org  
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