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Dear Family & Friends of Knox UMC, 

With a heavy heart, I share with you that the difficult decision to temporarily suspend 

public Worship Services has been made. Effective immediately, we will not gather 

for Sunday Worship nor meet for any other church-related gatherings. 

Under the guidance of our Bishop and Conference leaders, we have been instructed: 

“No more in-person gatherings in churches for the next 4 weeks.” As you’ve no doubt 

heard, Indiana has already experienced 56 confirmed cases and two deaths from 

COVID-19. Eight of Indiana’s cases have been reported in our North District: Lake 

county- 4, LaPorte county- 1, and St. Joseph county- 3. Because of this and our con-

cern for your heath, this is the best plan of action at this time. 

 What does this mean? 

This means we will not physically gather to worship, but we WILL continue to be the 

Church! We will have to be even more engaged in Christian community… Church is 

not ceasing, it will simply need to be “different.” 

 How do we do that? 

Pray! Communicate- phone, email, texts. Drop off food items to the food bank/pantry. 

Check on your neighbors, especially the elderly and high-risk individuals. Volunteer 

your time. Call each other. Work together, even while practicing social distancing. 

We WILL get through this, together! 

 What’s next? 

This situation calls for alternative ways of “gathering”… Aside from phone calls, 

emails, and texting, I am working on methods to record sermons so that you and 

yours may worship from the comfort (and safety) of your home though our website. 

(Bonus- you’ll be able to listen at any time and more than once!) www.knoxumc.org 

has lots of info, tools, and resources for you, plus sermons, newsletters, the calendar, 

and etc. 

 At this time, the church office will remain open. Cheryl and I are still working and 

available, do not hesitate to contact us for any need or concern. Cheryl’s hours will be 
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Mon 9-11, Wed 9-12 & 1-3, and Thu 9-11. I will be in and out of church through the 

week as usual, and of course, I’m available for all pastoral concerns.  

I realize that not everyone has access to the internet. It is more important than ever that 

we see to the needs of each other. Please pass on information about church to our 

brothers and sisters that don’t have internet access. 

It is also vitally important that we continue practicing the spiritual discipline of tithing. 

The church still has financial obligations for utilities, salaries, and mission. Please feel 

free to mail your offering to the church or drop it off during open hours. We gratefully 

thank you for continuing to serve in this way. I also recognize that there will be eco-

nomic consequences in this situation for many of us; we are sensitive to that unfortu-

nate reality. As we are reminded in Galatians 6, we must “bear one another’s burdens.”  

Our Lenten Worship series is Living Into Our Call as we have been taking time to re-

flect on ourselves and note where we could improve our relationship with God and 

with each other. We can view this pandemic as an opportunity we’ve been given to 

work on those relationships as we learn to strongly trust in our God and not live in fear, 

while also loving and taking care of each other.  

Yes, this is a time of worldwide concern, a crisis for many, but it can be a gift as well. 

It’s during this Season that we stop and consider: How can we more fully live out the 

Good News of Jesus Christ? How can we more fully be the Body of Christ? How can 

we love and serve God by loving and serving one another and our community. “All 

things work together for good in those who believe.” Now is the time to let God's grace 

work powerfully through us! 

I am convinced that this experience can be a time of renewal for the church, our com-

munity, and the world. Let God’s grace flow over us! Fear not! He is with us. We will 

need to be creative, work extra hard to communicate with each other, care for each 

other and our neighbors, and pray diligently. And together, and with God, we can do 

this! 

This morning my heart may be heavy but my confidence is complete. I know we will 

get through this difficult time, because of this great church family, and even more than 

that- because we serve a God who is bigger than any challenge we may face. We will 

lean on His promise as we step up to the challenge of truly being His people more than 

ever in this tough time. 

In His love and mine, 

 
Reverend Sheri LoCascio, Senior Pastor  

Knox United Methodist Church 
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