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     Autumn Greetings to my faith  

family! Although, I’ll admit it’s felt 

more like Spring or Summer (or 

both??) instead of crisp Fall days and 

cool nights… This Summer, this YEAR, 

seems to have flown by! But one thing 

that’s been with us this entire 2020: 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

the coronavirus. I think we were all thinking we’d be 

finished with this by now, yet here we are... still 

masked and talking about the virus. 

      Lately, I’ve been thinking a lot about choices… 

With this pandemic and all the regulations and rec-

ommendations to control it, it seems that many 

choices this year have been taken from us… yet, many 

choices remain. For example, sitting in front of the 

television in the evening I’m confronted with a bewil-

dering number of channels and programs (even if 

much of it seems mind-numbing). A quick digital trip 

to Amazon reveals more variations on what I want 

than I could possibly imagine! As a whole, choice is a 

good thing but sometimes the sheer variety and num-

ber of choices becomes overwhelming. Rarely is it a 

simple decision of “A” or “B.” Instead, life today more 

closely resembles one of those menus where you can 

choose one item from Column A, one from B, or 2 

from C, leaving you completely undecided about what 

to pick!  

    Consequently, most of us learn to filter out what 

seems like the insignificant decisions and run our 

lives by default, and perhaps, impulse. We make the 

quick, easy decision without investing too much  
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heart to everyone.  

     All of us, to some degree, will hold 

political opinions, and many of them 

are dear to us. However, in the midst of 

those convictions, we have the choice to 

build bridges or burn them.    

     I ask you to join me as I try hard to 

listen before I speak and refuse to give 

in to anger and simple partisanship. It’s 

not simply about choosing one from 

“Column A” and one from “Column B”… 

it’s about seeking to be His people for 

the world at this critical time.  

     That choice truly matters.   

In His love and mine, 

~  S T L B  ~ 

     Since 2017, Knox UMC has been looking forward to moving to a STLB!  

     What is a STLB?? A Single Table Leadership Board is the church’s governing 

body acting as one, unified body during Ad Board Meetings, rather than having 

multiple committee meetings throughout the month.  

     In truth, we’ve been functioning as a STLB for a very long time, but it has now 

been made official! Our District’s Assistant CS- Rev. Paul Arnold, led in the Church 

Conference on September 14th, enabling our Church Council to be recognized by 

The United Methodist Church as functioning as one governing body. 

     What has changed? In truth– nothing. The same leaders of each committee 

continue to serve you and your church as the leaders of their committee. During Ad 

Board Meetings, when the committee leader is sharing information about his or her 

committee, all the members of the Ad Board are acting as members of that particu-

lar committee. This will greatly help in streamlining decision-making!  

     Thanks to everyone who participated! Please keep your church’s leaders in 

prayer as they continue serving God and serving our church.    

 

thought into it. Yet, many decisions have 

significance far beyond what is readily 

apparent. In fact, our day (maybe even 

our lives) are made up of the sum total of 

the decisions we have made.  

     As we enter this new season, and this 

significant time in our national life, we 

will all be faced with decisions that can 

and will affect our nation. With the heat 

and anger currently present in our soci-

ety, we have the decisions of simple    

partisanship or being what Christ called 

“salt and light” for our world.  

     We can choose anger or compassion. 

     We can choose to seek only people we 

agree with or we can choose to open our 

 



 

 

 

 

Words for Your Week 

"God calls us to stand as witnesses to this dual pandemic. As laity, we are 99.2% 

of the church and our voices matter. We cannot sit as observers to these events. We 

will not go back to normal. We cannot be silent. We are vital to the unfolding of 

God’s hope for us, to be people who hold one another and the communities around 

us, in love. Our acts of witnessing are not those of a spectator or to record history, 

but to take action and cause change." 

-Called to Witness, Care, and Act: A Message for Laity in the UMC 

Want more info? 

https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/practicing-faith/annual-conference-lay-leaders
-call-united-methodists-to-pray/ 

United Methodist insight 
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Grieving for the loss of your 

loved one? Join for a time of 

support and healing…   

Questions? Talk with Lisa N. 

https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/practicing-faith/annual-conference-lay-leaders-call-united-methodists-to-pray/
https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/practicing-faith/annual-conference-lay-leaders-call-united-methodists-to-pray/
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Bumper 

Sticker 

Truth: 
  

A Poem 

by  

Bishop Trimble 

I made a vow to myself 

No bumper stickers 

No advertising 

Politics of peace 

Shorthand messages 

Of love 

Symbols of sorts 

Keep your eye on 

The road 

Not the bumper 

In front of you. 

My other car is this 

Or that 

My child is a genius 

Or a soldier 

Love America or leave it 

Retired and rolling 

Today I considered 

Changing my vow 

Bumper sticker truth 

Pause to ponder 

The message was clear 

“Human Kind” 

Be both… 
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  Be encouraged, 

Bishop Julius Trimble 

Resident Bishop 

Indiana Conference of  

The United Methodist Church   



 

 10 Things a church pastor 

cannot do 
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     There are some things a Church Pastor cannot do- even though Pastors are amazing people. They 

faithfully serve week after week with no desire for recognition or fame. In faith, they can do a lot, 

but, here are 12 things a Church Pastor cannot do… 

1. Read minds. Everybody knows that, but many church members hold Pastors accountable for 

unstated expectations. 

2. Be everywhere. No human being can be every place at once, yet some members still get angry 

when Pastors have to say “No.” 

3. Change hearts. Only God can do that. 

4. Know everything. Most Pastors study hard, but nobody can answer every question somebody 

asks. 

5. Please everybody. Even Jesus couldn’t do that. 

6. Grow churches. If the church does grow, it’s because God does it. 

7. Multiply dollars. That’s too bad, too, since some churches don’t pay their Pastors well. 

8. Escape mistakes. All of us will mess up sometime, often unintentionally and even unknowingly. 

9. Reveal everything. No matter how much you may want to know the details, Pastors may not 

be in a position to tell you. 

10. Ignore sin. Pastors must address this issue, even when it’s not popular.  

Say a prayer for your Pastor today   

For all the love she gives us,  

let’s show her we care… 

October is Pastor  

Appreciation Month! 

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/327705-three-marks-of-a-faithful-minister-of-christ-warren-peel.html
https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/140506-why_small_churches_tend_to.html
https://churchleaders.com/daily-buzz/277022-10-powerful-prayers-the-apostle-paul-prayed-over-gods-people.html
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of August 31, 2020 

Submitted by Lisa Nichols 
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SEPT. OCT. 

 

17 Brenda Krom 

19 Shelly Kemble 

21 Dolores Surfus 

30 Sandra Music 

  

  

  

OCT. 9 Dan & Ellie Roscka 

  

  

1 Lisa Nichols 2 Nan Folkers 2 Marilyn Hays 8 Debbie Mix 
  

  

  

23 Butch & Barb Abel 

  

  

  

  

  

  

SEPT. 
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September Crossword Puzzle Solutions 
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Knox United Methodist Church 
201 South Shield Street, Knox IN 

 phone 574-772-4228 

 web www.KnoxUMC.org 

 email knoxmethodist@gmail.com 

 facebook  @knoxumc 

 radio Sundays @ 7:30am on 

        99.3fm WKVI 

Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

Knox KNews 
    September / October 2020 newsletter 

Next month’s submission deadline: October 15th 

Your next edition of Knox Knews will be published on November 1st 

https://www.facebook.com/knoxumc/

