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Pastor’s Ponderings 

          As I write this article, the temperature outdoors 

     is warming up, the sun is shining brightly, and 

     we’re preparing to resume In-Person Worship   

     Services! My heart is smiling  

         We have been living under the shadow of a 

       sneaky little ‘gremlin’! Since covid entered our 

       country, we’ve been living in a state of tension, 

confusion, worry, and even despair… So many uncertainties and 

unknowns sprang up due to the virus along with the death toll. In 

efforts to curtail the virus in Starke County, we chose to suspend    

In-Person Worship to reduce the possibility of transmitting the virus 

among members of our faith family. Sadly, we still lost loved ones… 

Yet, Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us that “for everything there is a season” 

and we are now in another phase: we are slowly resuming church 

activities. Your patience and dedication to our church is noticed and 

appreciated! 

    By the time you read this we will have celebrated the 2nd Sunday 

of this Lenten Season. As you heard in my sermons, during this  

Season we take time to practice self-reflective and self-sacrificing 

habits, as hard as that may be! The purpose is to grow closer to our 

loving God, allowing for Divine love to influence our lives, and learn 

to better rely on Divine help to change our habits (rather than rely 

on ourselves). 

    In this 40-Day journey, what are some of the things you’re add-

ing to your daily life, or giving up, in order to practice a Holy Lent? 

Extra praying, volunteering your time, doing acts of kindness and 

mercy and love? Giving up coffee, swearing, chocolate, judging   

others? As you self-reflect, you can work to intentionally grow your 

Christian spirit by reading the Bible, taking a class, spending time in 

nature. There are so many ways to show your love to our loving God 

by loving our brothers and sisters, and that includes the stranger at 

the grocery store or in the house across the street. 

    To aid you in your Lenten journey, consider the Real Discipleship 

Survey… this is a tool that will help you discover the key to  
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Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheri LoCascio 

Church Council Chair - Jack Miller 

Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant 

Lay Member to Annual Conference -                         

     Debbie Mix 

Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant 

Lay Leader - Georgia Pope 

Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus  

Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler  

Treasurer - Lisa Nichols  

Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire  

Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius  

Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen   

Education Chair - Debbie Mix 

Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler  

At-Large Member - Melba Shilling 

 

Ex Officio Members with vote: 

Historian - Dan Miller 

Men’s Group - Jack Miller, Mitch Martinkus 

Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller 

Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller 

Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler, Lisa Nichols 

Youth Representative - vacant 

   

Ex Officio Members with no vote: 

Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman  

Knox United                        

Methodist Church -                                

Church Council 2021 

growing in Christian discipleship, becoming even better at using 

the gifts the Holy Spirit has blessed YOU with to serve in the 

Kingdom. (See below for details.) 

    To my beloved faith family- Lenten Blessings… I’ll see you 

next Sunday at our “home away from home,” 

In Christ’s love and mine, 

For those of you with special 

visual needs we will now be 

making available a larger print 

edition of KnoxKnews upon 

request.  If you, or someone 

you know, would benefit from 

a larger print edition please 

call the church office at 772-

4228 or leave a note.  We will 

be  happy to accomodate 

you. 

       Want the “key” to growing in Christian 

    discipleship? Take the Real Discipleship 

    Survey!   It’s free, it’s easy, and  

you’ll get immediate            results along with    

resources for taking           the next steps. 

To take the survey and discover more, go to: 

www.inumc.org/realdiscipleshipsurvey 

 



 

 

Members Present: Jack Miller        Pastor Sheri        Shirley Fosler        Lee McIntire       Mitch Martinkus   

   Sandy Miller        Lisa Nichols       

Virtually Present: Melba Shilling   

Others Present: Deb McIntire   

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council Chair Jack Miller, and was opened with a devotion and prayer by Pastor 

Sheri.  

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read. Shirley amended Women’s Group: they did not meet in January as stated in Minutes. 

Motion made to approve by Lisa, and seconded. Motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa shared financial reports as of December 31, 2020; January 31, 2021; and the 2021 Budget. She also applied for a second 

PPP Loan. This second loan only applies to fulltime employees and Pastor; awaiting approval.  

There are $490 from our 2020 Lenten Luncheons posted to the In/Out account. It was decided that they would be placed in the 

General Fund to pay for parsonage’s air quality/mold inspection test. 

She also inquired about a recycling bin for the church, it should be included in the city bill that is paid. She will check with the 

city. 

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley thanked all who helped prepare the 2021 Budget. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

Lee reported that a new water heater was installed in the parsonage by McGrath’s. The old one was leaking; the new one 

should last 10-15 years. McGrath’s also mentioned that the parsonage’s water pipes are becoming clogged due to corrosion 

over the years; we may need to re-pipe the parsonage in the future. Also, Larry Mann provided Lee with a low-cost solution to 

help open the sewage pipes. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Bible studies were discussed; Mitch said he would like people interested in a study to contact him. 

WORSHIP REPORT 

There was discussion on when we can resume In-Person Worship Services. Pastor reminded everyone that Conference urges 

to “do no harm” and to listen to the Bishop’s and IU Health Specialists’ recommendations of resuming once the county has 

reached a 5% or less positivity rate for at least two consecutive weeks. Concerns include members’ dissatisfaction, some are 

attending other churches, and new variant virus strains may impact the county’s positivity rate. Pastor encouraged anyone inter-

ested in gaining a better understanding in the reason of our continued In-Person Services suspension to contact our North Dis-

trict Conference Superintendent (877-781-6709) or email the Bishop; she also reminded all of the two other worshipping oppor-

tunities she provides each week: Website Worship and the radio program. It was agreed that once the weather warms, we can 

hold Worship outside; looking at this type of Service on Palm Sunday. Someone will write an article for the next newsletter 

about this important worship update. Everyone wants to get back to In-Person Worship as soon as allowed, if not inside than 

outside as soon as the weather is suitable.  

CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes  Feb. 8, 2021 
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LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

There is nothing new to report. 

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reminded everyone of the upcoming Staff-Pastor/Parish Training meeting for all committee members on February 

20, from 9:00-11:00 CST via Zoom. Pre-registration is required. 

The church is in need of someone to perform the custodial duties as well as assist with counting offertory. Lee and Mitch 

will address the cleaning issue. 

During the first quarter, the committee is to look at evaluations, dealing with rumors and conflict, and possible people inter-

ested in going into ministry. Establishment of relationships with others needs to be done, also. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Northern Indiana Food Bank will be at church on February 18th; volunteers are needed. Thanks to the Knox High 

School JAG class that brought volunteers to help at the January Food Banks.   

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

The Men’s group will meet this month; Bernie will cook, Mitch will share devotions. They are planning on baskets for next 

Thanksgiving and Christmas as well as Mother’s Day activities at church. 

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

The Women’s group will resume on March 7th at 8:00am in the dining room for breakfast and devotion. Social distancing 

and masks will be observed. All females are invited. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Charge Conference reports are due February 15th. Lisa and Pastor will complete; Pastor will submit them. Lisa advised 

she will have her portion to Pastor by Wednesday. 

District Conference will be held on Sunday, March 14th at 1:00pm CT via Zoom. Pastor handed out email copies; Lay 

Leader (Georgia) and Lay Member to Annual Conference (Debbie) need to attend, all are invited.  

Effective July 1, 2021, the Rev. Dr. Marti Lundy will become our new North District Conference Superintendant. The Dis-

trict is hosting an online Meet & Greet with Dr. Marti on Saturday, March 6 from 10-11am CT via Zoom. Pastor is happy to 

share the Zoom link info with anyone interested once it is made available. 

Cooperative Parish update: Knox UMC will become the second drop-off location for North Judson UMC’s Kid’s Closet 

ministry. Pastor has been in conversation with both North Judson UMC’s Pastor and with Larry. Pastor Sean advised that 

Kenny Pfost, Knox Planning Commissioner, said “Knox UMC would have to go through the permitting process. Since this 

is a collection box which is not fastened to the ground, it can be placed at the Knox UMC. He would waive the fee. KUMC 

needs to abide by the ten-foot setback and would like for the area around it to be kept clear of trash.” Lee will work with 

Kenny Pfost. Pastor has received a catalogue from Larry so that we can choose the structure’s siding and roofing colors/

materials. Lee will contact Larry.  
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Pastor shared an email from District about ‘reimaging ministry together’ and creating a discipleship pathway for church 

members. She passed around the book- Shift 2.0, which she is to read and invited others who are interested in reading 

the book to contact her and she will place the order. 

Pastor arranged to have ACM Engineering & Environmental Services, Inc. perform the Conference-required air quality/

mold tests. This testing is to be performed every two years to ensure the health of the parsonage’s occupants. The par-

sonage passed with the only recommendation/suggestion for Pastor to keep the parsonage warmer (registered at 

61.5○F.).    

Pastor shared the Bishop’s February 5th email regarding his support of churches throughout the Indiana Conference and 

the reminder that while new cases of COVID-19 have decreased in the state, the positivity rate remains high.  

Lee raised concern that people may not be hearing from Pastor. Pastor reminded everyone that they may reach out to her 

by phone, text, and email. She invites people to contact her and she makes many contacts each week. If someone wishes 

to talk with her and she hasn’t contacted them, they are to reach out to her. Her covenant with our church is for part-time, 

which limits her hours available to work each week.  

GOOD OF ORDER 

The next newsletter will be published on March 1st; items for the newsletter should be given to Cheryl by February 20th. 

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 8, 2021 at 6:00pm.  

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned with Jack closing in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Fosler 
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CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes, continued...   

Welcome, 

Spring! 



 

 

(This month we are sharing with you the introduction and the first two ways to be more like Jesus.  Over the next four 

months we will share two more ways each month.) 
 

The ways that Jesus stood out from the rank and file of his day... 
 

I recently came across an article from someone who is a bit of a protagonist when it comes to the Christian faith. It was 

titled something along the lines of “My New Year’s Resolution Is to Be Like Jesus,” and then on the list were things that 

were true of Jesus, but not often true of Jesus followers. It stung, but well, it should have. 
 

We do not get to pick and choose what we want from the life and teaching of Jesus. We do not stand over it; it stands 

over us. So, I began to think of my own list: What 10 things are involved in following Jesus that perhaps Jesus followers 

need to be reminded are part of the package? 
 

You might come up with a different 10, but here’s my first shot. And yes, very much meant to appropriately provoke all 

Jesus followers, including myself. 
 

1. Hang Out With Sinners. 

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 

muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.’” Luke 15:1 

2. Afflict the Comfortable. 

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they 

are full of greed and self-indulgence. … You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the 

inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean.” Matthew 23:25, 27 
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10 Ways to be more like jesus   

By james emery white 
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Financial Report, Jan. 31, 2021                                                     

Lisa Nichols, Treasurer   

Account #  Account Name  YTD Balance  Budget YTD  Annual Budget  
               

  
               
Income   
4.10.140  Tithing by Envelope & Checks  7,217.50  8,406.00  100,870.00  
4.10.142  Use of Building  120.00      

  Total Income  
$7,337.50 

 
$8,406.00 

 
$100,870.00 

 
          
               

Expenses   
5.10.150  Conference Tithes  0.00  625.00  7,500.00  
5.10.151  District Tithes  0.00  63.00  750.00  
5.10.152  Annual Conference Expense  0.00  29.00  350.00  
5.10.155  Pastor Salary  2,861.10*  2,861.00  34,334.00  
5.10.156  Custodial Salary  63.75  470.00  5,640.00  
5.10.157  Musician Salary  0.00  433.00  5,200.00  
5.10.158  Travel Reimbursement/Prof. Expense  0.00  167.00  2,000.00  
5.10.159  Administrative Assistant  892.50*  833.00  10,000.00  
5.10.160  Pastor Pension Expense  375.52  376.00  4,508.00  
5.10.170  Supplies (Alter & Communion)  0.00  8.00  100.00  
5.10.171  Pulpit Supplies  0.00  8.00  100.00  
5.10.172  Music (Copyright License, etc)  0.00  25.00  300.00  
5.10.173  Advent/Lent Expense  0.00  8.00  100.00  
5.10.180  Church Utilities - Gas/Electric  518.00  518.00  6,220.00  
5.10.181  Church Utilities - Water/Trash  234.63  250.00  3,000.00  
5.10.182  Church Utilities - Telephone  109.58  113.00  1,350.00  
5.10.185  Parsonage Utilities - Telephone  44.99  185.00  2,215.00  
5.10.186  Passonage Utilities - Water/Trash  83.21*  83.00  1,000.00  
5.10.187  Parsonage Utilities - Gas/Electric  180.66  188.00  2,253.00  
5.10.188  Insurance Church/Parsonage  0.00  642.00  7,700.00  
5.10.190  Office Supplies  36.22  38.00  450.00  
5.10.191  Postage  55.00*  25.00  300.00  
5.10.193  Cleaning Supplies  0.00  42.00  500.00  
5.10.200  Computer Programs/Updates  0.00  33.00  400.00  
5.10.205  Equipment Maintenance  1,686.41*  167.00  2,000.00  
5.10.207  Office Equipment Purchases  0.00  42.00  500.00  
5.10.210  WKVI  160.00  175.00  2,100.00  

  Total Expenses  
$7,301.57 

 
$8,407.00 

 
$100,870.00 

 
          
               

Difference     $35.93  ($1.00)  $0.00  

               
* = Income/Expense exceeds amount budgeted to date           

Knox United Methodist Church - Knox IN 

Treasurer's Report as of January 2021 (Treasurers Report - General Fund Receipt/Expense) 
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2 Howard & Barbara Bashore 

7 Daniel & Laura Darda 

  

7 Dan Miller 

7 Carson Krom 

11 Carol Wilson 

12 Deb McIntire 

12 Lyn Allen 

16 Ellie Roscka 

16 Jennifer Skinner 

17 Judy Knutel 

20 Tom Allen 

22 Lisa Hasnerl 

26 Paula Smith 

29 Trevor Busse 

29 Jennifer Abbey 

29 Linda Strehl 

31 Rhonda Overmyer 



 

 Easter Lilies   

In thanksgiving to God, and in anticipation that we will be worshipping in person on 

Easter Sunday this year, we are offering you the opportunity to purchase Easter               

lilies for decorating the sanctuary that day.   

Return this form to the                   

church office.  

Call the church office.  

772-4228 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Plants:  _____________    (x $15.00)   Amt. Due:  $_____________________ 

OR 



 

 

Knox United Methodist Church 

201 South Shield Street 

Knox, IN   46534 

 

 

Knox United Methodist Church 
201 South Shield Street, Knox IN 

 phone 574-772-4228 

 web www.KnoxUMC.org 

 email knoxmethodist@gmail.com 

 facebook  @knoxumc 

 radio Sundays @ 7:30am on 

        99.3fm WKVI 

Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

Knox KNews 
    march 2021 

Next month’s submission deadline: March 20th 

https://www.facebook.com/knoxumc/

