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Dear Family & Friends of Knox UMC, 

Yesterday, the Bishop and Cabinet of the Indiana United Methodist Conference      

announced the extended suspension of in-person gatherings in our churches through 

the end of April. They will evaluate the situation again before May. 

While this is difficult news, we know it wasn’t unexpected... We’re all anxious to   

return to normal, but my thoughts turn to the first of John Wesley’s General Rules for 

the Methodist Societies: Do No Harm. In the spirit of the first general rule, we will 

seek to avoid doing harm by continuing to refrain from all church gatherings. 

One thing to keep in the forefront of our minds and hearts is that while this is difficult 

on us, it’s an opportunity to carry the Gospel into the online world and through that 

into the “real” world. This is our opportunity to reach out, show love, and hope, and 

encouragement, and grace!  

The online space has been used to promote politics, ideologies, and controversy; 

whether intended or not, that separates people. May we break down the walls of     

division and seek to reconcile all people. Let us show the online world the Jesus we 

know: He who ate with sinners, who reached out to the outcast, who did not judge! 

He who healed, forgave, and died and rose again for all! 

Because we have had to seek alternative ways of gathering for worship (thanks be to 

God for the internet and the ability to “gather” online!), our Website Worship seems 

to be filling part of the void created by the virus. I’m grateful that so many of you are 

“checking in,” letting me know you virtually attended Sunday Service (whichever day 

of the week you actually “attend”). This helps me in my weekly reports to Conference 

as well as helps Cheryl to track who has been at Worship. Thank you for doing your 

part in this! As I write this letter, we’ve had 60 Website Worship attendees for last 

Sunday’s Service. That’s really good!! 

And speaking of worshipping, a couple members of our faith family asked about   

borrowing a hymnal for their at-home Website Worship. What a fantastic idea! 
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Communication and suggestions like this help us to grow, both as a faith family and in 

our spiritual maturity. A hands down win-win!  

In responding to a hymnal loan program- this Wednesday (April 1) from 3:30pm-

5:30pm, I will be at church handing out hymnals. Remember when you’d visit the    

library? This will be similar- I’ll write down your name and when we are able to return 

to worship in the church building, that’s when the ‘book is due.’ This would also be a 

time you can drop off your tithes for this week if you didn’t do that on Monday with 

Cheryl or already put it in the mail. If this day and time don’t work for your schedule, 

contact me and we’ll set something else up. 

Also, thanks to everyone who’s been sharing how they’re getting by during this stay-at-

home time. Have you looked at our website’s “How R U?” page? If you share with me, 

I’ll post your “How R U” making it through. I’m sure wallpapering and house cleaning 

may not be your idea of excitement when you’re off work, but I’ve said it before and 

I’ll say it again... we WILL get through this! 

“All things work together for good for those who love God.” (Romans 8:28) We are a 

people who love God!, and in God’s love for us, I believe that the Almighty can use 

this situation to heal our land and its people if we walk the Way of Christ. We have 

been called to enter a new mission field and God’s Spirit has equipped us to serve Jesus 

in new ways to reach people who have not (yet) come to our church. Now is our       

opportunity! 

Stay connected, stay hopeful, & stay faithful! 

In Him, Through Him, With Him,  

in His love and mine, 

 
Reverend Sheri LoCascio, Senior Pastor  

Knox United Methodist Church 
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