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     It’s already November!  

     You know that Fall is my favorite 

season, but… I suppose time will just 

keep marching on no matter our opin-

ion. So, I’ll take this opportunity to 

thank you wonderful people of this 

great church! Last month was Pastor 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Appreciation month. Thank you to everyone who 

shared your appreciation          Your notes and cards, 

virtual hugs and gifts warmed my heart. Your love 

and encouragement heals my weary soul as we con-

tinue in our journey… our faith journey as well as our 

journey through this time and place in history.  

Grateful thanks! 

     As it is November… the holidays are coming up on 

us. Right after Thanksgiving begins Advent. This 

year, the first Sunday of Advent falls on November 

29. I share this as we consider the Sundays of Advent 

and the readings and lighting of the Advent Wreath 

with consideration of the virus. How shall we do this?  

     My thought is to ask you to share the Advent read-

ing from your pew seat. You will be given a handheld 

mic to use (which will be disinfected between Ser-

vices). That way, you can remain seated and we can 

continue observing the covid recommendations to 

love and care for each other. I will light the candles.  

     Please let Cheryl or myself know that you’re inter-

ested in sharing a reading and which Sunday of Ad-

vent you would like. We’ve had to become creative, 

and this is a great way for you to be involved! 
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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS...  cont’d 

     May God’s blessings be abundant as 

you give thanks for all God has given.  

     In Christ’s love and mine, 

 

 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 

     Speaking of your involvement, I’ve got 

a question that only you can answer… 

When I first arrived here, I was asked 

about starting a newsletter. After Cheryl 

arrived, we began one. So, here’s the 

question:  Do you find it useful? Informa-

tive? We currently offer this monthly, 

would a different schedule be more to 

your liking? What would you like to see 

in these pages? What would you like to 

contribute? Your responses will help de-

termine how we proceed. Thank you! 

     As we look forward to celebrating the 

holidays, may this Thanksgiving  be one 

of peace, comfort, and love… yes, even in 

such a time as this.   

Happy 

Thanksgiving 

If you’re able to 

help, please let 

Sandy know and 

plan to be to 

church early… 

Thanks! 



 

 

Members Present: Jack Miller  Marcia Hayes Pastor Sheri  

 Shirley Fosler Lee McIntire Mitch Martinkus Debbie Mix   

 Lisa Nichols  Sally Oliverius Melba Shilling Georgia Pope      

  Others Present:  Earl Nerger   

MEETING MINUTES ~ September 14, 2020 

The meeting was called to order by Ad Board Chair Jack Miller, and was opened with          

prayer by Mitch.  

July’s Meeting Minutes were read; approved by Sally, seconded by Mitch. Motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa distributed financial reports and brought us up to date as of August 31. 2020. 

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley reported there was nothing new to share.  

TRUSTEES REPORT 

Sally reported that the parking lot has been paved and we will be getting the cracks that need 

to be repaired fixed. Vacuum cleaners have been repaired. The kitchen window that was bro-

ken will be replaced. Bushes need clipping; lawn has been mowed by Lee and Don. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Debbie reported that there has been no Children’s Sunday School since re-opening. 

Pastor Sheri added that Adult Sunday School is also on hold, however, Wednesday Evening 

Studies began again on September 9. 

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that there was nothing new to share.  

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Pastor Sheri reported that there was nothing new to share.  

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that self-evaluation forms are to be completed. 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Jack reported that the next Food Pantry will be held on September 25, 2020. The last Food 

Pantry had quite a few people, about 250.  
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Ad Board Minutes, cont’d 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a New Comers) 

It was discussed that we will have no Community Dinner this year unless we have carry outs 

only. We could collect coats as done in previous years, and give them away if we decide to 

have the carry-out Community Dinner. There will be no Trunk-or-Treat this year. 

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

Mitch reported that nine Men met this month; Bernie cooked. They will meet next month. 

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

Lisa reported that the Women haven’t met. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that Charge Conference Reports are due October 1st. She has completed 

6 of the 8 reports, some information is needed from Trustees and from Staff-Parish to finish. 

Regarding Staff-Parish, Marilyn Ringen will be retiring at the end of this month from serving 

as the church’s cleaning person. We’d like to celebrate Marilyn’s retirement and we need to 

consider a replacement. 

This year’s Charge Conference / District Gathering Day is Sunday, November 8th at 2:00pm 

via Zoom.  

The final item Pastor Sheri reported on was the Church Conference Meeting to officially be-

come a Single Table Leadership Board, scheduled immediately after the current meeting. She 

handed out the By-Laws and the Church Council members, should all be voted in favor of. 

She also handed out an Assessment Form in which we are to indicate the top four and bottom 

four Pastoral Task Responsibilities we wish for her to concentrate on so she can decrease her 

weekly hours to the agreed upon contract of 30. She currently does everything on the Assess-

ment Form.  

GOOD OF ORDER 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 28, 2020 at 6:00pm to discuss the 

budget for 2021 and staff/clergy compensations.  

The next Ad Board/Church Council meeting is  

scheduled for Monday, October 12, 2020 at 6:00pm.  

With no other business coming before the Board, 

the meeting was adjourned with Lisa closing in 

prayer. 
  

 Sincerely,  

Marcia Hayes, Recording Secretary 
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Members Present:        Jack Miller  Pastor Sheri  Shirley Fosler  

 Lee McIntire Mitch Martinkus   Sandy Miller    Georgia Pope      

  Others Present:  Deb McIntire   Earl Nerger   

MEETING MINUTES ~ October 12, 2020 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council Chair Jack Miller, and was opened with a 

devotion and prayer by Pastor Sheri.  

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read; motion made to approve by Mitch, and seconded.     

Motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa had financial reports as of September 30, 2020 prepared for distribution. Reports were 

accepted as presented. Members are encouraged to continue supporting their church during 

this time of COVID.   

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley reported that we will soon be working on the budget for 2021.  

She also shared that Rhonda, our Financial Secretary, was on vacation for a couple of weeks 

and volunteers filled in to count the Offertory. 

TRUSTEES REPORT 

Lee reported that Starke County Glass completed the repair to the window in the dining room. 

No estimate was available yet on the lighting in the shelter. 

Earl reported that he has been trimming the bushes. He requested permission to remove some 

of the larger non-deciduous shrubs in the north and east because they are getting larger and 

covering the lights, signs, and some windows and may cause a problem for the foundation in 

the future. It was approved and with thanks  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that there was nothing new to share.  

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that very few congregants are now participating in the online Website 

Worship and questioned its continuation. While it’s extra effort for Pastor and Jay, they are 

willing to continue producing online Services. It was determined to continue providing the 

online Services for our members and the community. 

Shirley suggested asking the congregation what would help them to feel more comfort-  
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able in returning to In-Person Worship Services. Also discussed was our requirement to follow 

the State’s and the County’s Health Department mandate of wearing masks and following 

other coronavirus protection guidelines.  

Also discussed was the possibility of making cd’s of the In-Person Service available again. We 

will need people to help deliver it to the people requesting it. 

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Pastor Sheri reported that we are still in need of a Recording Secretary; Shirley volunteered to 

record Minutes.  

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that October is Pastor Appreciation month; Pastor was thanked for her service 

above and beyond to us and our church.  

Mitch read an email Pastor received from the Conference, Bishop has provided a sermon for a 

Sunday when the Pastor is on vacation. Pastor will be off October 18 and November 15. Mitch 

will work with others to get the Service covered in November.  

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Sandy reported that about 320 families were supplied with food at October 9’s Food Bank. 

There were volunteers from both within the church and outside. The next Food Bank will be 

held on October 23.  

Deb and Sandy shared that they would like to continue the church’s participation in Halloween 

Trick-or-Treating this year. Deb volunteered to decorate the shelter for this year’s Trick-or-

Treaters. The city’s trick-or-treating hours are 5:30pm-7pm. Our hours will be to gather to 

decorate at 4:30pm, trick-or-treating will be from 5pm-7pm. The shelter will serve as the main 

candy handing out area. People may also decorate their trunks, if they feel comfortable doing 

that, but we need to be conscientious of social distancing and people participating must wear 

masks and gloves. We will ask the congregation for candy donations or money for candy to be 

bought. Candy handed out will be prepackaged. This year we will not have the balloon lady or 

pumpkin decorating. 

Deb also brought up this year’s Community Dinner and that she can head it. We can hold the 

Dinner on a carry-out only basis. A few people will be needed in the kitchen, a few to pack the 

carry-out containers, and the McIntire grandkids and friends can run the containers from the 

kitchen to the main entry doors where people can pick up food. We’ll ask for donations of 

food for the Dinner (the Dinner usually takes 5 turkeys and 5 hams), plus monetary donations, 

coats, and groceries. We’ll need volunteers to help; please see Deb McIntire. The Dinner will 

be held Saturday, December 5 from 11am-1pm. We also plan a Coat Give- away, which can be 

outside; the people come and take what they would like. Also, a Groceries Give-away  
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Church council Minutes, cont’d 

is planned if we receive donations. Deb will take care of advertising for both events.  

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

Jack reported that the Men have met and have started planning for their Holidays Food Bas-

kets project. Charlie is contacting the schools for needy families. They will meet next month. 

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

Shirley reported that the Women haven’t met yet but suggested to meet on November 1 at 

8:45am in the library, observing social distancing and masks, for a devotional and any busi-

ness that might come up. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor Sheri requested Pastor Tasks Assessment forms be submitted to her. So far, she has only 

collected 3 from Church Council members. 

Pastor also reported that she submitted the Charge Conference Reports. Reports were accepted 

and approved but we need to have an air quality test conducted at the parsonage. Pastor will 

initiate arrangements for the test with ACM Engineering & Environmental Services. The pre-

vious test with McGrath did not meet all the Conference requirements.  

Georgia Pope and Debbie Mix are attending Lay Servant Ministry classes. Both ladies were 

voted on and approved to continue with our blessings. 

Pastor shared that we have received information about the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoe-

boxes for kids and asked if we would be interested in continuing this. If so, we need a volun-

teer to head it up. (After the meeting Shirley picked up the information and suggested to Pas-

tor that this year something be done for our local people due to the stress and financial pres-

sures applied to families by COVID. Pastor agreed.)  

Pastor has been in contact with the Red Cross; they contacted us regarding a holding a Blood 

Drive. We have tentatively scheduled November 30 pending their determination of the build-

ing as acceptable for their purposes.   

A second NA Group is interested in meeting at church. (Currently, Jayson holds Saturday NA 

Meetings at church.) Michelle has been in contact with Pastor and is interested in holding 

meetings on Wednesdays at 6pm. They will begin on October 21. We will need help to open 

and close the building. 

Both the Girl Scouts and the Boy Scouts are asking to use the building for their twice-a-month 

meetings. Pastor will have Cheryl check on the days/times/number of girls that would be 

meeting; Jack will check to see when the Boys would like to meet. If approved, we will need 

help opening and closing the building for these scout meetings. 

Pastor also reminded the Council of the Charge Conference/District Day Gathering via  
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Zoom on November 8 at 2:00pm CT. If anyone needs the Zoom link, contact Pastor.  

GOOD OF ORDER 

The Pastoral Alliance has initiated discussion with the city of Knox on a community shelter 

for our homeless; members of our church may have interest in participating in the project in 

the future.   

The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 9, 2020 at 6:00pm.  

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned with Mitch 

closing in prayer. 
  

Respectfully submitted by Shirley Fosler, pro tem Recording Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of September 30, 2020 

Submitted by Lisa Nichols 
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Oct. 16 Barb Bashore 

Oct. 17 Barb Abel 

Oct. 21 Victor Povilaitis 

Oct. 23 Jack Miller 

Nov. 1 Norma Snyder 

Nov. 1 Jeff Fosler 

Nov. 2 Sherry Fort 

Nov. 7 Jean Thompson 

Nov. 8 Robert Stevenson 

Nov. 15 Rhonda Brust 

Nov. 16 Barbara McCan 

Nov. 17 Becky Singleton 

Nov. 23 Sandra Johnson 

Nov. 23 Bernie Stoughton 

Nov. 28 Mark Abel 

Nov. 28 Laura Darda 

Nov. 30 Sue Fort 

Oct. 24 Dave & Jean      

Thompson 

Nov.  8 Robert & Jennifer    

Stevenson 

Nov. 11 Karl & Linda Strehl 
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“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  
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