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Dear Family & Friends of Knox UMC, 

We are all concerned about this pandemic situation, and justifiably so. The latest in-

formation reports that there are 12 confirmed cases of coronavirus in Indiana. Fortu-

nately, none of these cases are in our area, however, the number of confirmed cases 

will most likely increase as well as the possibility of occurrence in our area of the 

state. 

We serve, worship, and love an Awesome God who can be trusted to be in control of 

all things, yet God has also given us wisdom and knowledge to use... so, let's be wise. 

We will continue to gather for Worship and other events we have scheduled through-

out the week, unless the situation deteriorates significantly.  If an event is cancelled, 

my intent is to notify you via email, on our website, and post on facebook. You are 

asked to share the news provided with others you know do not have email/internet 

access. Together we can share the word, keeping the entire congregation safe and in-

formed.  

I've been closely monitoring the guidance provided by our Bishop and Conference 

leaders, all who have been in contact with the State of Indiana Health Department. 

The current guidance is that it's ok for groups smaller than 250 people to gather pub-

licly, provided appropriate care and precautions are taken. 

Appropriate care and precautions we are taking include: 

* Encouraging the frequent washing of hands- the bathrooms have soap and hand 

sanitizer will be available 

* Encouraging Prayer- utilize your God-given power! 

* Encouraging you to BE the church- we have the opportunity for the church to stand 

up and be a leader in the community, while still being diligent in creating safe envi-

ronments 

* Discouraging hugs and handshakes- during this time. How about elbow bumps in-

stead? 
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* The Offertory- instead of passing the Collection Plates, we will place the plates at the 

entry to the sanctuary where you may place your envelope 

* Recording Attendance- instead of passing the attendance pads, each pew will be 

given one, no need to pass it along and one person may sign for their entire pew row 

* Communion- we will celebrate the Holy Meal. Three people (with clean hands) will 

be the only ones touching the bread before you receive it... Habo (who makes the 

bread), Marilyn (who prepares the Elements), and myself (with freshly re-disinfected 

hands). At any time of the year but especially during cold/flu season and now, the 

fewer fingers touching the bread the less the chance of contamination. If every par-

taker's fingers are touching the bread, just imagine the contamination possibilities! 

Therefore, only three of us will have touched your Meal portion. 

* Social Distancing- attendance may be low and we have the space! Spread yourselves 

out across the sanctuary for decreased contact 

* Self Care- if you are feeling sick, do not come to church. Part of using our God-given 

wisdom is in the discerning of our own risk factors and susceptibility.  

For the majority of the people who do end up contracting coronavirus, their illness will 

be mild. We do, however, need to take special considerations for the elderly and those 

with significant chronic lung or heart disease; this virus could become quite significant 

for them. 

We also need to be faithful in our witness and mission... Worship is needed most of all 

in times of trial to sustain us and to build our faith while putting away fear. We also 

need to be faithful in our mission- call and check on your neighbors, especially those 

who are older or in poor health. See if they need anything and try to provide it so they 

don't have to go out into public.  

You may already be aware but let me remind you: portions of every Sunday Worship 

Service are uploaded to our website each week. You may "Worship" from home if 

you're not feeling well. You can also listen to past Worship Services. Explore and dis-

cover your website! 

In this time of uncertainty and confusion, there is at least one thing that is certain: the 

world around us is in desperate need of the hope found in the promise of Jesus Christ. 

My hope, our hope, the hope of the world is built on nothing less than Jesus – our Rock 

and our Redeemer.  

Our Bishop has addressed the Conference, making the following statement:   
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Keep praying! Be faithful to our faithful God, do not fear, and trust in the Almighty, 

 
Reverend Sheri LoCascio, Senior Pastor  

Knox United Methodist Church 

sheri.locascio@inumc.org       
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“As more cases of the Coronavirus have been confirmed throughout the 

state, I have been approached by pastors inquiring if they should cancel 

their church services.  While this is obviously a serious situation that de-

mands attention, my response is this:  You have been called to ministry, 

and that mission still exists.  There are children to bless, meals to serve, 

and homeless people to house.  People still need Jesus.  None of that has 

changed because of the virus.  I plan to keep working and serving and 

preaching and encouraging and communing until the CDC instructs me 

not to – because God calls us to not live in fear.”  
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