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 Ash Wednesday - Feb. 26 

 Palm Sunday - April 5 

 Maundy Thursday - April 9 

 Good Friday - April 10 

 Easter - April 12 

 

 

Pastor Sheri 

LoCascio 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

     Mid-February also means that my favorite holiday 

of the entire year will soon be here… Easter! Easter 

wasn’t always my favorite. As a kid I liked Christmas 

more, but, as they say- “with age comes maturity.”  

     Easter isn’t my favorite holiday just because of the 

black jelly beans and all-things-Reese’s...  

     Discovering the meaning behind the holy day and 

how Christ’s Resurrection is key to our eternal salva-

tion takes my breath away. The beautiful plan that 

God has worked out for us, the great sacrifice Jesus 

gave of Himself for humanity, for US! I am amazed 

and humbled…  

     How can we be found worthy in such a sacrifice? 

This makes me think of Rhonda when she said to us 

all during a recent Service that she is the “wretch” 

sung about in Amazing Grace. Truly, aren’t we all? 

     Easter, however, is still a ways away… We will 

celebrate other holy days between now and then,   

beginning with Ash Wednesday on February 26. This 

Holy Service will start at 7:00pm.  

     Ash Wednesday begins the Season of Lent; Lenten 

Lunches start the following Wednesday- March 4- 

and the celebrations continue culminating in Holy 

Week and Easter Sunday Services on April 12. As we 

make preparations for this Lenten Season, how will 

you prepare yourself?    

     As I write this, I look outside my 

office window and it’s just begun to 

snow… Seems like this is the first real 

snowfall of the Winter… unless we 

count Halloween! 
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   The Women’s Group at Knox UMC has begun meeting again!  

   February 2
nd

 marked their second gathering with a delicious breakfast        

prepared by Lisa Hasnerl and Allison Martinkus.  

     Formerly known as the Abigails, these women are making plans to blaze a new 

path in our church and our community.  

     All the women of our church are welcome to participate in our monthly breakfast 

gatherings. We 

each take turns 

providing a 

breakfast and 

sharing a devo-

tion.  Hard to 

think of a more 

perfect way to 

start the day!  

     Interested in 

joining us? We 

meet in the Fellowship 

Hall on the first Sunday of 

the month at 8:00am.  

Starting right front, clockwise:  

Sally Oliverius, Lisa Nichols, Georgia Pope, Lisa Hasnerl,                 

Allison Martinkus, Sandie Martinkus, Sandy Miller, and Marilyn Hays 

Not in picture: Shirley Fosler and Rose Raderstorf 

     During the colder months, getting out of the house can present a challenge,          

including coming to church on Sundays. If you find yourself in need of a visit, please 

send me an email or call or text my cell phone. I’d be happy to come see you! 

     During February 2nd’s Children’s StoryTime, as we talked about following Jesus’ 

recipe for a happy and blessed life, we made my famous Hodge Podge Trail Mix. 

There was enough left after Sunday School to share with everyone after Worship. 

Many of you asked for the hodge podge “recipe,” and so I share it with you here:  

PASTOR SHERI’S HODGE PODGE TRAIL MIX RECIPE 

1 small bag of peanut butter filled pretzel bites       Mix all ingredients together in a  

1 small bag of nuts      large container and enjoy! 

2-3 small bags of goldfish crackers      

1-2 containers of mini vanilla wafers        May your day be happy & blessed,  

2 small bags of fruit snacks      

2-3 small boxes of raisins 
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Members Present: Jack Miller   Pastor Sheri Lyn Allen 

 Shirley Fosler Lee McIntire Mitch Martinkus  

 Sandy Miller      Lisa Nichols Georgia Pope  

 Melba Shilling      

Others Present: Allison Martinkus  
 

 

MINUTES ~ January 27, 2020  

The Meeting was called to order by Ad Board Chair Jack Miller and 

was opened with devotion and prayer by Pastor Sheri.   

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read; approved by Melba, sec-

onded by Mitch.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa distributed financial reports: a year-end report showing that in 

2019 we spent $9971 more than we took in; a January-to-date report 

which did not include January 26th offering or bills that need to be 

paid at month end. 

Lisa is now working with Cheryl on entering bills and writing checks.  

Lisa still approves payments and signs the checks.      

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley reported there was nothing new to share. 

TRUSTEES REPORT 

Lee reported there was nothing new to share.  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

On behalf of the Education Chair, Pastor Sheri reported that the 

need for kids Sunday School teachers is on-going. Mitch reported 

that his Sunday School class is discussing the issues going on the 

Methodist Church and is utilizing videos. Everyone is invited. 

The question was raised about whether the dates for 2020 VBS have 

been determined.  Pastor said that we can follow up with Debbie.   

Pastor also reported that Thursday evening Studies are being moved 

to Wednesday evenings in hopes to accommodate more people. 

There will be one class from 5pm-6pm so those in choir, if wishing to  

attend, can leave for practice by 6. The second Study will begin at 6pm for those who 

work or aren’t able to make it by 5. Study materials are being researched. 

AD  
BOARD 

Jan. 27, 2020 
 

 

“It is not right 

that we should 

neglect the word 

of God in order 

to wait on ta-

bles. 3 Therefore

, friends, select 

from among 

yourselves    

seven men of 

good standing, 

full of the Spirit 

and of wisdom, 

whom we may 

appoint to this 

task, 4 while we, 

for our part, 

will devote   

ourselves to 

prayer and to 

serving the 

word.”  

Acts 6:2-4 
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Ad Board, continued… 

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that she will take over the role as Worship Chair. There are sign-

up sheets in the office for liturgists, greeters, ushers, and Communion stewards. 

Pastor Sheri also shared that there will be a 7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service (Feb 26).  

LAY LEADERSHIP / NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Lyn reported that all positions are currently filled. 

PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that the Annual Appointment form has been filled out and sent to the 

North District of the IN UMC noting that this church is requesting that our Pastor 

Sheri be reappointed to this congregation for another year. He has been reviewing re-

quirements of his position as Chair and the Committee’s responsibilities. 

MISSIONS COMMIITTEE REPORT 

Sandy reported that the last Food Bank we hosted served 150 people/families. The 

next Food Bank will most likely be in March. [UPDATE: next Food Bank– Feb 28) 

Shirley shared that the Middle School students collect items to help needy students 

and families. The question raised was our interest in helping with community service 

collections. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Lee reported there was nothing new to share. 

METHODIST MEN REPORT 

Mitch reported that the Men were able to help 5 individuals/families at Christmastime 

with gift cards and gas cards. The recipients were all very grateful. 

WOMEN’s GROUP REPORT 

Shirley reported that about 8 ladies attended the first Women’s Group meeting. They 

changed the meeting time from 8:30am to 8am on the first Sunday of the month. 

Lisa reported that the checking account held by the Abigail’s still exists but can only be 

accessed by one person. Council agreed that the account held by the Abigail’s will be 

closed and a dedicated fund will be created to track money.  

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor Sheri posed the question raised last month: “Why are we here?” The responses 

to the question will help us to create a Vision Statement for Knox UMC.  

Pastors Sheri and John have discussed a plan to move us forward, which includes: at-

tending an Intentional Discipleship class, a Vision workshop, and taking steps to move 

into a Single Table Leadership Board. The Intentional Discipleship         (continued page 7) 
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of January 2020 

Submitted by lisa nichols 

Account # 

 

Account Name 

 

Annual 
Budget   

YTD Balance 

 

Annual Budget 
Remaining  

             

               

  

               

Income   

4.10.140  Tithing by Envelope & Checks  106,100.00  7,985.00  98,115.00  

  Total Income  
$106,100.00 

 
$7,985.00 

 
$98,115.00 

 

         

               

Expenses   

5.10.150  Conference Tithes  9,500.00  88.57  9,411.43  

5.10.151  District Tithes  950.00  79.85*  870.15  

5.10.152  Annual Conference Expense  350.00  0.00  350.00  

5.10.155  Pastor Salary  33,660.00  2,805.00  30,855.00  

5.10.156  Custodial Salary  5,640.00  470.00  5,170.00  

5.10.157  Musician Salary  5,200.00  400.00  4,800.00  

5.10.158  Travel Reimbursement/Prof. Ex-
pense 

 2,000.00  63.80  1,936.20  

            

5.10.159  Administrative Assistant  11,000.00  787.50  10,212.50  

5.10.160  Pastor Pension Expense  4,400.00  368.16*  4,031.84  

5.10.170  Supplies (Alter & Communion)  200.00  16.99  183.01  

5.10.171  Pulpit Supplies  200.00  0.00  200.00  

5.10.172  Music (Copyright License, etc)  500.00  88.20*  411.80  

5.10.173  Advent/Lent Expense  100.00  45.00*  55.00  

5.10.180  Church Utilities - Gas/Electric  5,900.00  490.00  5,410.00  

5.10.181  Church Utilities - Water/Trash  2,800.00  234.63*  2,565.37  

5.10.182  Church Utilities - Telephone  1,600.00  125.18  1,474.82  

5.10.185  Parsonage Utilities - Telephone  1,800.00  157.14*  1,642.86  

5.10.186  Passonage Utilities - Water/Trash  1,200.00  83.21  1,116.79  

5.10.187  Parsonage Utilities - Gas/Electric  3,600.00  179.31  3,420.69  
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5.10.188  Insurance Church/Parsonage  7,500.00  0.00  7,500.00 

5.10.190  Office Supplies  1,000.00  0.00  1,000.00 

5.10.191  Postage  500.00  0.00  500.00 

5.10.193  Cleaning Supplies  750.00  0.00  750.00 

5.10.200  Computer Programs/Updates  650.00  0.00  650.00 

5.10.205  Equipment Maintenance  2,500.00  0.00  2,500.00 

5.10.207  Office Equipment Purchases  500.00  0.00  500.00 

5.10.210  WKVI  2,100.00  0.00  2,100.00 

  Total Expenses  
$106,100.00 

 
$6,482.54 

 
$99,617.46 

        

              

Difference    $0.00  $1,502.46    

              

* = Income/Expense exceeds amount budgeted to date        Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food 

in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; 

see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you an overflowing blessing.   Malachi 3:14 NSRV 

Ad Board, continued from page 4… 

class, led by Pastor John, will be held at Battle Ground UMC on Feb. 9.  Shirley asked 

if that is his only class; Pastor Sheri will see if he’s leading another class closer to us. 

GOOD OF ORDER 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 24, 2020 at 6:00pm. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Shirley proposed a Scout Sunday where the scouts would be recognized along with 

their awards and achievements. Pastor and Jack are already in conversation with the 

Scouts about this. 

Pastor Sheri has been considering the schedule for Holy Week. She is planning for 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.  Easter Sunday would include Sunrise 

Service followed by Easter breakfast and then regular service.   

A food drive was proposed, however it was noted that it would be simpler to ask for 

monetary donations and it would go further as Rhonda could then turn around and 

talk to the people at the Northern Indiana Food Bank where meat could be purchased 

for 18Ȼ and bread for 5Ȼ.    

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned 

with Mitch closing in prayer. 
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Ash Wednesday is an important day in the church calendar. It marks the beginning of Lent, a season of 
preparation for the celebration of Easter. 
This holy day is not a holiday from work, school, or most other obligations, so if we are not intentional in 
our observance it is likely to resemble any ordinary Wednesday. 
To help us find ways to remember the holy in the midst of our routines—something we should strive for 
every day—we offer some ideas to consider. 
1. WORSHIP 
Many congregations offer worship services on Ash Wednesday. In a typical United Methodist service, 
expect times of prayer, singing, confession and pardon, a sermon, and the imposition of ashes. The 
somber tone helps us reflect on our own mortality and the need for us to confess our sins. 
If your congregation does not offer Ash Wednesday worship, Find-A-Church will help you locate United 
Methodist churches that do. 
2. SERVE 
On Ash Wednesday, we remember that we are part of the entire human family, making it a great day 
to serve others. See if you can serve a meal during your lunch hour, or take a personal day to volunteer 
with a local Habitat for Humanity project. 
Your service, however, doesn't have to be with an organized group. You might instead choose to use 
your lunch hour to hand out sandwiches and sports drinks to the homeless in your city. You could also 
mow a neighbor's lawn, or shovel the snow from their driveway. 
3. GIVE 
We encourage you to give to your congregation, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and 
other organizations that serve others. Your generosity can also be creative. 
Leave your server an above-and-beyond tip—maybe a 100% gratuity. Buy the coffee of the person be-
hind you in line. Put money in the instrument case of a street musician. Purchase a paper from the 
homeless woman on the corner. Find ways to bless others with that which God entrusts you. 
4. ABSTAIN/FAST 

"Giving something up for Lent" is a common practice for many Christians. Often, we give up a favorite 
food or try to kick a bad habit during Lent. Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, is when this begins, 
but don't confine yourself to food or habits. 
Can you abstain from gossip or complaining for Ash Wednesday? What about defensive attitudes, fear, 
or anxiety? You probably won't be perfect at this, but being mindful of times when these attitudes begin 
to take hold of your day can lead you to prayer. 
5. PRAY YOUR DAY 
Rather than setting aside special time for prayer, pray your day. Pray for the drivers of the vehicles and 
fellow mass transit passengers with whom you share your commute. Pray as you pass the hospital,  

10 Ideas for a More Meaningful 

Ash Wednesday 
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https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='8741'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='13619'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='62419'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='61020'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='38424'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='61341'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='69313'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='66169'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='14'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='58972'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='69786'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='13600'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='61018'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='60361'%7D
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police station, and government offices. Lift up the trash collector and the mail carrier. Pray as you write a 
letter, email, or Facebook post to an old friend. Offer sentence prayers throughout the day thanking God 
for your coworkers.  As you create, be mindful of our Creator who longs to be in relationship with you.6. 
6. MAKE SOMETHING 
Some of us reflect and pray best when our hands our busy, making today a great day to create some-
thing. Get back in the workshop and spend time cutting, sanding, and gluing. Sit at a piano and let the 
music flow. Take out the paints, glue, clay, and other supplies to create a work of art. 
7. BE STILL 
Others find meaning in stillness. Try a practice like centering prayer by lighting a candle and pausing 
before the presence of God. Take a yoga class—some churches and spiritual directors offer holy yoga. 
Enjoy a cup of coffee on your deck. Listen for the crackling wick, the wind, the birds, the voice of God. 
8. CLEAN SOMETHING 
Ash Wednesday is a good day to get a jump on your spring cleaning. Spend an hour with the junk 
drawer, that cabinet at work, or organizing the files on your hard drive. 
As you remove things you no longer need and reorder those you do, be mindful of the ways God 
"cleans" us. The Bible tells us "As far as east is from west—that's how far God has removed our sin 
from us" (Psalm 103:12, CEB). As we get things in order, we remember that Jesus gave his life so that 
we might be free from our sins and know new life. 
9. BURN SOMETHING 
When you finish cleaning, take some of the papers you no longer need to the fireplace, light them, and 
watch them burn to ashes. 
The ashes our pastors smudge on us during Ash Wednesday worship come from the burning of last 
year's Palm Sunday palms. They remind us of our mortality and call us to repentance—seeking God's 
forgiveness for our sin, both the things we have and have not done. 
The ashes you'll generate in the fireplace are not the same, but can serve as a similar reminder that 
your sins are forgiven. As the smoke rises up the chimney, know your prayers and life in Christ are rising 
to God as well. 
10. FORGIVE AND SEEK FORGIVENESS 
As we pray for God's grace, we should also seek forgiveness from those we have wronged. Ash 
Wednesday is a great time to go to those you have hurt. 
It is also a wonderful day to forgive another. Jesus taught us to pray, "Forgive us for the ways we have 
wronged you, just as we also forgive those who have wronged us" (Matthew 6:12 CEB). Maybe while 
you are burning those old papers, you might also burn a grudge. If appropriate, let the person know you 
forgive them. Remember, however, that forgiveness has much more to do about us than the one who 
offended us. 
 
*Taken from umc.org.  Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. Contact him 
by email or at 615-312-3733.  This story was first published on February 21, 2017. 
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https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='59718'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='59718'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='65404'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='61020'%7D
https://www.umc.org/en/content/%7Bexp:ee_link%20entry_id='66551'%7D
mailto:jiovino@umcom.org
http://www.umcom.org/
mailto:jiovino@umcom.org
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CHURCHES UNITED 
The Pastoral Alliance of Knox, IN extends a warm           

invitation to everyone in our community to gather 

for “Churches United”. 
 

We are a Christian multi-denominational group of pastors seeking to bring 

our community’s churches into unity under the leadership of God through 

Jesus Christ to make a difference in Starke County. 

YOU are invited to help bring our community into unity! 

Please join us for a time of prayer, fellowship, and the breaking of bread at 

our next “Churches United” gathering. 

 

   

DATE:  February 17, 2020 

TIME:  6:00 PM 

PLACE:  Trinity Assembly                           
                   of  God Church 
                   22 N Shield St. 
                   Knox, IN 46534 
    

CONTACT: 
     Brenda Combs, Pastoral   
     Alliance Organizer 
     219-871-9590 

 

PASTORS AND CHURCHES OF 

THE  PASTORAL ALLIANCE  

 Dave Johnson, English Lake Church 
 Larry Clemons, Everlasting River Fellow-

ship Church 
 Rick Martin, Knox Nazarene Church 
 Glen Mitchell, Knox Trinity Assembly of 

God Church 
 Sheri LoCascio, Knox United Methodist 

Church 
 Jerry Bacon, English Lake Church 

 Matt Ohim, Davis Wesleyan Church 

 Jim Pradke, Victory Christian Church 

 Billy Bope, Global Harvest 

 James Adcock, Bible Baptist Church 

 Steve Lucas, English Lake Church 

 Art Good, English Lake Church 

 David Weinberg, founder of The Merit 
Foundation, Knox 
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Look at all the ways you can become involved at KUMC! 

Hand Bell Choir No experience or  
music reading skills 

necessary. Jen Skinner, Director 

Chancel Choir        
          

    

rehearsal is held          

every          
         

Wednesday at 6:00pm. 

 

Nan Folkers, Director 

Liturgist 

Pastor Sheri 

Greeter 

Pastor Sheri 

Prayer Team 
Sandy                      

Miller 

Visitation 

Team 

Paul  

Boender 

Women’s Group 

8:00 AM 

1st Sunday of            
          

the month 

Men’s Group 7:30 AM 2nd Sunday of                  

the month 

Communion 

Steward 
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FEBRUARY 
MARCH 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

MARCH 

Feb. 18 Alexandria Scott 

Feb. 18 Florence Brentlinger 

 
 

Feb. 20 Mike Skinner 

Feb. 24 Dave Hays 

Feb. 25 Shirley Fosler 

March 7 Daniel Miller 
March 7 Carson Krom 

March 11 Gerald Wilson* 

March 11 Carol Wilson* 

March 12 Deborah McIntire 

March 12 Lyn Allen 

16 Lee & Deborah McIntire  7 
Daniel & Laura Darda 
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 Knox United Methodist Church 
201 S Shield Street 

phone: 574-772-4228 

www.KnoxUMC.org 

e-mail: knoxmethodist@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/knoxumc/  

 

KnoX KNews 
    February/march 2020 newsletter 

Next month’s submission deadline: March 5th 

 

Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ  for the transformation of the world.”  

https://www.facebook.com/knoxumc/

